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JOIN US FOR THE  
2025/2026 OPERA SEASON

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF THE  
HISTORIC SARASOTA OPERA HOUSE



FRIDAY	 OCTOBER 31	  7:30 PM
SUNDAY	 NOVEMBER 2	 1:30 PM
TUESDAY	 NOVEMBER 11	  7:30 PM 

THURSDAY	 NOVEMBER 13	  7:30 PM
SATURDAY	 NOVEMBER 15	  1:30 PM

W e welcome you to discover the world behind the blue curtain at 
Sarasota Opera. This year, we enter our 67th season, celebrate  

100 years of the historic Sarasota Opera House, and bring back 
our Fall opera production. Join us for an exciting musical adventure 
featuring world-class opera productions, special events, and concerts. 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE
A night (or afternoon) at the opera is more than just a show—it’s an experience. You will be 
immersed in live, unamplified singing from internationally acclaimed artists, world-class 
sets and costumes, classic, timeless productions that honor the original intention of the 
composer, and live musical accompaniment from the Sarasota Orchestra and the Sarasota 
Opera Orchestra. 

Real-time English translations are projected above the stage so you can follow along even if 
the opera is sung in a language you do not know. You will receive a program book with cast 
information, as well as a synopsis and background information about each opera.

Dress comfortably and be yourself. We want everyone to feel at home in our theater. 
Appropriate dress can be anything from jeans and khakis to gowns and tuxedos. Food 
and drinks are available before the performance and during intermissions at concessions 
throughout the Opera House and the Donna Wolf Steigerwaldt Courtyard.

WELCOME TO OUR SEASON 

2025 FALL SEASON

Così fan tutte

W. A. Mozart

Duplicity, disguises, 
and delightful 
deception in 18th 
century Naples.

Music by   
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Libretto by   
Lorenzo Da Ponte

 

Così fan tutte, or The School 
for Lovers, follows the story 
of two naive young soldiers 
who prank their brides-to-be 
to test their faithfulness.  But 
the sisters to whom they are 
betrothed have plans of their 
own. Find out who ends up 
schooling whom in Mozart’s 
delightful comedy with a 
masterful score. 

Sung in Italian with simultaneous 
English translations above the stage

Resilience, friendship and justice  
in this 1930s tale.
Saturday, November 8, 2025 | 5 PM 
Sunday, November 9, 2025 | 12 PM
Music by Hans Krása •  Libretto by Adolf Hoffmeister

Written in the 1930s by Jewish Czech composer 
Hans Krása and originally performed by children 
at the Theresienstadt concentration camp during 
WWII, Brundibár is a tale about a sparrow, a cat 
and a wise dog who help Annette and Little Joe 
raise money to save their ailing mother, despite  
the evil plans of the wicked organ grinder 
Brundibár. A story of  resilience, this opera has a 
history as moving as its story.  

Brundibár 

Hans Krása

Sarasota  
Youth Opera

Hanna 
Brammer
Fiordiligi

Olivia Vote
Dorabella

Filippo Fontana
Guglielmo

Luke Norvell
Ferrando

Virginia Mims
Despina

Victor DeRenzi 
Conductor

Stephanie Sundine 
Stage Director

Howard Tsvi 
Kaplan 

Costume Designer

David P. Gordon 
Scenic Designer

Ken Yunker 
Lighting Designer

DISCOVER  
THE WORLD 
BEHIND THE  

BLUE CURTAIN

 Photo: Rod Millington 2016

Jake Stamatis
Don Alfonso

Jessé Martins
 Conductor 

Martha Collins
Stage Director
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SATURDAY	 FEBRUARY 14	 7:30 PM
TUESDAY	 FEBRUARY 17	 7:30 PM
THURSDAY	 FEBRUARY 19	 7:30 PM
SUNDAY	 FEBRUARY 22	 1:30 PM
WEDNESDAY	 FEBRUARY 25	 7:30 PM
SATURDAY	 FEBRUARY 28	 1:30 PM

TUESDAY	 MARCH 3	 7:30 PM 
FRIDAY	 MARCH 6	 7:30 PM
WEDNESDAY	 MARCH 11	 7:30 PM 
FRIDAY	 MARCH 20	 1:30 PM
THURSDAY	 MARCH 26	 7:30 PM
SATURDAY	 MARCH 28	 7:30 PM

2026 WINTER OPERA FESTIVAL

SATURDAY	 FEBRUARY 21	 7:30 PM
TUESDAY	 FEBRUARY 24	 7:30 PM
THURSDAY	 FEBRUARY 26	 7:30 PM
SUNDAY	 MARCH 1	 1:30 PM
WEDNESDAY	 MARCH 4	 7:30 PM

SUNDAY	 MARCH 8	 1:30 PM 
FRIDAY	 MARCH 13	 7:30 PM
SATURDAY	 MARCH 21	 7:30 PM 
FRIDAY	 MARCH 27	 1:30 PM

Poetry, poverty, and 
passion in 1830s  
Bohemian Paris.

Music by Giacomo Puccini

Libretto by Luigi Illica  
and Giuseppe Giacosa

Puccini’s most beloved 
opera and one of the most 
performed in the repertoire, 
La bohème takes us through 
the streets of the Latin 
Quarter in 19th century Paris 
when the poor embroideress 
Mimì has a fateful chance 
encounter with the poet 
Rodolfo. Laugh and cry as 
a group of friends struggle 
and celebrate through the 
Bohemian lifestyle and 
experience the heartbreak of 
a lover’s impending demise.

Sung in Italian with simultaneous 
English translation above the stage

La bohème

Giacomo Puccini

Money, mischief  
and matchmaking  
in 1905 Parisian society.  

Music by Franz Lehár 

Libretto by Viktor Léon  
and Leo Stein

 

Wealthy widow Hanna  
Glawari is descended 
upon by an array of willing 
suitors from Parisian society. 
But plans go awry when 
Hanna’s past paramour  
enters the ballroom. One 
of the most successful 
romantic operettas, The 
Merry Widow is the perfect 
blend of comedy, dance and 
unforgettable music.

Sung in English with simultaneous 
English surtitles above the stage

The Merry Widow

Franz Lehár

Ashley Milanese
Mimì

Woo Young 
Yoon

Rodolfo

Filippo Fontana
Marcello

Virginia Mims
Musetta

Young Bok Kim
Colline

Stephanie Sundine 
Stage Director

Howard Tsvi Kaplan 
Costume Designer

David P. Gordon 
Scenic Designer

Ken Yunker 
Lighting Designer

Victor DeRenzi 
Conductor

Raquel 
González

Hanna Glawari

Jake Stamatis
Count Danilo

Patrick 
Bessenbacher

Camille

Sara Kennedy
Valencienne

Katherine M. Carter 
Stage Director

Howard Tsvi Kaplan 
Costume Designer

Steven C. Kemp 
Scenic Designer

Ken Yunker 
Lighting Designer

Anthony 
Barrese 

Conductor
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SATURDAY	 MARCH 7	 7:30 PM
THURSDAY	 MARCH 12	 7:30 PM
SUNDAY	 MARCH 15	 1:30 PM
WEDNESDAY	 MARCH 18	 7:30 PM 

SATURDAY	 MARCH 21	 1:30 PM
TUESDAY	 MARCH 24	 7:30 PM
SUNDAY	 MARCH 29	 1:30 PM

2026 WINTER OPERA FESTIVAL

SATURDAY	 MARCH 14	 7:30 PM
TUESDAY	 MARCH 17	 7:30 PM
THURSDAY	 MARCH 19	 7:30 PM

SUNDAY	 MARCH 22	 1:30 PM
WEDNESDAY	 MARCH 25	 7:30 PM
SATURDAY	 MARCH 28	 1:30 PM

Serenades, sieges,  
and family secrets in 
15th century Spain.

Music by Giuseppe Verdi

Libretto by  
Salvadore Cammarano

One of Verdi’s most popular 
works, Il trovatore unfolds 
with the telling of a fiery 
execution that takes place 
during Count de Luna’s 
childhood, an event that sets 
him in vengeful pursuit of 
the gypsy woman, Azucena. 
Unrequited love for the 
noblewoman Leonora and 
hatred for her lover, the 
troubadour Manrico, drive 
him to murderous passions. 
The story comes full circle, 
ending with another tragic 
execution, in this sprawling 
medieval melodrama.

Sung in Italian with simultaneous 
English translation above the stage

Sin, a loss of 
innocence, and 
repentance in 1950s 
rural Tennessee.  

Music and Libretto by 
Carlisle Floyd

A re-telling of the Book of 
Susannah, the story follows 
a pretty, innocent young 
woman as she falls under the 
jealous scrutiny of her rural 
Appalachian community. 
When the Reverend Blitch 
appears at her door offering 
redemption, tragic events 
unfold that force Susannah 
to take a stand for her 
dignity. Honoring the 100th 
anniversary of Carlisle Floyd’s 
birth and in the state of its 
premiere, Susannah is a 
timeless, gripping tale, and 
one of the most popular 
American operas.

Sung in English with simultaneous 
English translation above the stage

Il trovatore

Giuseppe Verdi

Susannah

Carlisle Floyd

Aviva Fortunata
Leonora

Lisa Chavez
Azucena

Ricardo José 
Rivera

Count de Luna

Victor Starsky
Manrico

Young Bok Kim
Ferrando

Marco Nisticò 
Stage Director

Howard Tsvi Kaplan 
Costume Designer

Michael Schweikardt 
Scenic Designer

Ken Yunker 
Lighting Designer

Hanna 
Brammer
Susannah

Jason Zacher
Olin Blitch

Brian Kontes
Elder McLean

Jeremy Brauner
Sam

Martha Collins 
Stage Director

Howard Tsvi Kaplan 
Costume Designer

Keith Brumley 
Scenic Designer

Ken Yunker 
Lighting Designer

Victor DeRenzi 
Conductor

Jessé Martins
 Conductor 
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SARASOTA OPERA 2025 -26 SEASON CALENDAR

26 27 28 29 30 OCT 31 NOV 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

*Held at The Ora, Sarasota        **Held at Sarasota Yacht Club       ***Valet parking is not available for this performance.

Brundibár
12:00 PM

Apprentice Artists  
at Noon • 12:00 PM

Covers at 3 • 3:00 PM

Susannah
7:30 PM

Così fan tutte
7:30 PM

Brundibár
5:00 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

Il trovatore
7:30 PM

Susannah
7:30 PM

Così fan tutte
1:30 PM

Così fan tutte
7:30 PM

Così fan tutte
7:30 PM

Così fan tutte
1:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

La bohème
1:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

La bohème
1:30 PM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

Opera House Tour 
10:30 AM

The Merry  
Widow

1:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

1:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

Il trovatore
7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

Il trovatore
1:30 PM

Susannah
7:30 PM

Il trovatore
7:30 PM

La bohème
1:30 PM***

Il trovatore
1:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

7:30 PM

Susannah
1:30 PM

Susannah
7:30 PM

Salute to the Stars  
11:30 AM**

Il trovatore
7:30 PM

Apprentice Artists  
at Noon • 12:00 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

The Merry  
Widow

1:30 PM***

Susannah
1:30 PM

La bohème
7:30 PM

Il trovatore
1:30 PM Coming from out of town? 

Ask about our Opera Lovers Weeks from March 11-29.   
See all 4 Winter Opera Festival productions in as few as 3 days.

Moonlight  
& Melodies

6:30 PM

Moonlight & Melodies
6:30 PM

 SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2025

Apprentice Artists  
at Noon • 12:00 PM

FEBRUARY 2026

MARCH 2026

The Opera Gala* 
January 30 at 6:00 PM
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OPERA CLUBS

T.O.W.N. CLUB  
(TUESDAY OPERA WOMEN’S NETWORK)
Ladies, ready for a night out on the T.O.W.N.? Join the 
Tuesday Opera Women’s Network—aka the spirited 
T.O.W.N. Club—and connect with fellow women who 
love opera, laughter, and lively conversation. Enjoy 
unforgettable performances, fun social gatherings, 
pre-performance talks and meaningful friendships. 
Join your fellow T.O.W.N. members at 6:15 pm before 
each Tuesday subscription performance for an 
open bar and a chance to mingle. An additional $25 
membership fee will be added to your subscription.

Così fan tutte – November 11, 2025

La bohème – February 17, 2026

The Merry Widow – February 24, 2026

Susannah – March 17, 2026

Il trovatore – March 24, 2026

DACAPO SOCIETY FOR YOUNG OPERA LOVERS
If you're looking for a group of like-minded 21-45 year olds who appreciate the glamour, 
entertainment, and enrichment that only live opera can offer, you've found your people! 
Mix and mingle with fellow culture lovers who know that a night at the opera is more than 
just a show—it’s an experience. For a $25 annual membership fee, you will enjoy 30% off 
tickets to select Thursday night performances, exclusive pre-performance receptions at 
downtown hotspots (first drink on us!), and invitations to events, tours, talks & more!  
Like to plan ahead? Purchase all 4 winter operas for just $125.

SPECIAL CONCERTS                  STUDENTS, GROUPS & TOURS

STUDENT/TEACHER TICKETS
Students and teachers with a current school 
ID can purchase $10 tickets to a Sarasota 
Opera performance beginning two weeks in 
advance online, or with cash at the Box Office 
thirty minutes prior to a performance. Visit 
sarasotaopera.org/student-ticket for information.

GROUPS
For groups of 10 or more, Sarasota Opera 
offers an exceptional level of service, up to a 
15% discount on tickets to opera performances, 
and options to customize your experience with 
receptions, opera house tours, and concert 
add-ons. Call the Box Office or email Travis 
Rogers at trogers@sarasotaopera.org.

OPERA HOUSE TOURS
Tour the historic Sarasota Opera House, 
which turns 100 this year, including access to 
backstage areas and see what happens behind 
the scenes. Mondays at 10:30 am February 23–
March 30. $15 per person.

APPRENTICE & STUDIO 
ARTISTS CONCERTS
The Lee & Bob Peterson Great Room 
Tickets: $10 (General Admission)

Hear our Apprentice and Studio Artists 
perform timeless operatic arias, duets, 
and ensembles.

•	Apprentice Artists at Noon
	 November 5, 2025 at 12 noon 
	 March 19, 2026 at 12 noon 
	 March 26, 2026 at 12 noon

• Covers at 3
	March 19, 2026 at 3 pm 
Studio Artists perform selections from 
the operas that they understudy.

SARASOTA OPERA HOUSE 
CENTENNIAL CONCERT
Sarasota Opera House 
April 11, 2026, 4 PM 
A special concert 
highlighting the Sarasota 
Opera House's 100 year history.  
Tickets go on sale February 2026.

Friday, October 31, 2025, Così fan tutte

Thursday, February 19, 2026, La bohème

Thursday, February 26, 2026, The Merry Widow

Thursday, March 12, 2026, Il trovatore

Thursday, March 19, 2026, Susannah 

THE SIMONSEN & MONTMINY  
OPERA CLUB 
An elegant, private lounge located on the  
second-floor lobby, the Opera Club is where 
members relax, enjoy a beverage, and meet  
other operagoers before performances and  
during intermissions. For membership  
information, visit our website at  
SarasotaOpera.org/Opera-Club or call the 
Development Office at (941) 366-8450, Ext. 813.
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BECOME A DONORSIGNATURE EVENTS

MAKE AN INVESTMENT IN SARASOTA OPERA
A contribution to Sarasota Opera at any level is an investment in our mission to present 
impassioned performances for the community and supports our innovative education and 
artist training programming—including the Youth Opera, the Apprentice Artists program,  
and school and community outreach. Ticket sales cover only 40% of our needs.  
Please consider joining our community of valued donors.

Your cumulative annual donations as a STAR, Co-Producer, Youth Opera supporter, or 
Artistic Achievement Fund donor provide special benefits at each giving level. 

Donations between $50 and $5,999 are our Patron Tier, and donations of $6,000 and up 
are part of our Leadership Tier.  Some of the benefits include:

 P
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s: 

Ro
d 

M
ill
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gt

on

•	 Access to rehearsals
•	 Mix & mingle with artists
•	 Exclusive dinner, reception and  

concert invitations

•	 Donor appreciation events
•	 Membership in McCorkle Lounge
•	 Free valet parking
•	 Recognition opportunities

To learn more and make a gift, contact Sarasota Opera, Development Department, 
61 N Pineapple Ave, Sarasota, FL 34236 
SarasotaOpera.org/Support | (941) 366-8450, Ext. 813
Sarasota Opera Association, Inc. is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt corporation that acknowledges contributions are deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. EIN# 23-7089047

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CUSTOMER 
SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800 435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, 
OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE REGISTRATION NUMBER: CH429

SARASOTA OPERA ANNUAL FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL
Sarasota Opera House | Saturday, September 27, 2025  
VIP $150 per person with Early Access at 12:15 PM  |  $75 per person / $85 at the door at 1 PM  
Sarasota Opera's Food & Wine Festival is a festive community event featuring a variety of 
eateries with tasty food samples and wine tastings onstage at the Opera House! Proceeds 
support the Sarasota Youth Opera.

MOONLIGHT & MELODIES 
Sarasota Opera House Courtyard   
$225 per person | Limited Seating 

Under the Stars with Mozart | Friday, November 7, 2025, 6:30 PM
An Evening with Puccini in Paris | Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 6:30 PM

THE SARASOTA OPERA GALA: WINTER IN PARIS 
The Ora, Sarasota | Friday, January 30, 2026, 6 PM  
Table Sponsors: $12,500, $7,500, $3,500  |  Reservations $1,250, $750, $350 per person

Join us for Sarasota Opera's highly celebrated Annual Gala. We invite you to be part of this 
elegant experience inspired by our 67th Winter Opera Festival and its opening performance 
of La bohème. Proceeds support the Sarasota Youth Opera & Education programs.

SALUTE TO THE STARS AWARD LUNCHEON
Sarasota Yacht Club | Tuesday, March 24, 2026, 11:30 AM  
Per person levels $85 and $150 (preferred seating)

Be surrounded by the celebration and sounds of Sarasota Opera's most outstanding 
Apprentice and Studio Artists. Enjoy a gourmet lunch with new and old friends and 
performances by the awardees. Awards are presented through the generosity of visionary 
individuals as well as the Sarasota and Manatee Opera Guilds.

SARASOTA OPERA HOUSE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
Saturday, April 11, 2026 | 4 PM Concert at Sarasota Opera House
7 PM Dinner at Selby Gardens’ Event Center, Michael’s on the Bay 
Reservations $500 per person I Table Sponsorships available 
Join us for a spectacular evening as we commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the historic Sarasota Opera House. The celebration will feature a concert that highlights 
the Opera House's colorful and storied history, showcasing memorable performances and 
milestones. Following the concert, guests will enjoy a dinner at the beautiful Selby Gardens.

This special event promises to be a night of elegance, 
culture, and reflection on a century. Don't miss this 
unique opportunity to honor the legacy of Sarasota 
Opera, its iconic home, and the community it serves.

For more information about these signature events,  
call  (941) 366-8450, Ext. 813 or email SOAEvents@SarasotaOpera.org.
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ORDERING IS EASY! 
IN-PERSON:	 Sarasota Opera House  
		  61 N. Pineapple Avenue 
		  Sarasota, FL 34236

	 PHONE: 	 (941) 328-1300

	 ONLINE:	 SARASOTAOPERA.ORG

Ticket purchases are non-refundable. Tickets may be 
exchanged for another performance of the same  
opera for $5 per ticket. Subscribers may exchange 
tickets for FREE.

ACCESSIBILITY
The Sarasota Opera House is accessible 
to people with disabilities. The theater is 
outfitted with Hearing Loop technology. 
Braille program materials are also  
available but must be ordered at least  
one month in advance together with  
your tickets.  For more information,  
contact the Box office or visit our website.

BOX OFFICE HOURS
Please check our website at 
SarasotaOpera.org for current  
Box Office hours.

PARKING 

5 REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE
Subscribe to our 4 Winter operas, with the option to add-on the Fall opera, and enjoy these 
great benefits all season long:

Box 5

Box 3

Box 2

Box 1

Box 6 Box 7 Box 8 Box 9
Box 10

Box 11

Box 12

Box 13

Box 4

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY OF SUBSCRIBERS

E-NEWSLETTER AND E-PERFORMANCE REMINDER
Go to www.sarasotaopera.org/enewsletter-signup to sign up and receive reminders, traffic 
updates and program information for the performances you are attending.

SOCIAL MEDIA
 sarasotaopera         sarasotaopera        @sarasotaopera        sarasotaopera     

VISIT SARASOTA COUNTY
Sarasota is where artistic expression and inspiration meet. Visit Sarasota County provides 
the latest information for many local hotels, restaurants, and attractions, as well as hotel 
packages and other visitor specials. Contact them at (800) 800-3906 or (941) 957-1877 or 
VisitSarasota.com.

1	 Valet Parking 
Valet parking at Sarasota Opera House 
is available 1 hour and 15 minutes prior 
to curtain. $10 (free for subscribers and 
donors of $150 or more).  Tipping is 
encouraged.

2	 Palm Avenue Parking Garage  
Located just behind the Opera House. 

	 The first hour is free, then $2 for the second 
hour and $1 for each subsequent hour. 
Parking in the Palm Avenue Garage is free 
on Sundays. Payment can be made using 
the ParkMobile or Passport Parking App or 
at the meter stations near the elevators. 

	 Please refer to our website for updated 
information. 

3 	State Street Parking Garage  
Provides over 400 parking spaces 
for downtown shopping, dining and 
businesses. 

4	 100 Central Avenue 
Free public parking on the 2nd and 3rd 
floor only. 4-hour limit. Entrance on 2nd 
Street.

5 	Plaza at Five Points 
$2 per hour, up to $6 maximum.  
Located at 50 Central Avenue: entrance 
on 1st Street.

Please do not park in the parking lot of the Selby 
Library or in the ground floor lot adjacent to the 
Whole Foods Market or you may be towed.
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STAY IN TOUCH

GET THE BEST DEAL 
10 - 15 % savings on your season tickets. 

PICK YOUR FAVORITE SEAT
By choosing the fixed-day subscription, your 
seat is guaranteed for all performances in 
your series.

FREE VALET PARKING
Subscribers (and donors giving at least 
$150 annually) receive free Valet Parking 
available right in front of the Sarasota 
Opera House.*  

FREE EXCHANGES
Last-minute change of plans? Exchange 
your tickets for another performance of the 
same opera for free. You also get unlimited 
reprints of your tickets.

ALWAYS BE FIRST IN LINE
You’ll get access to the best seats before the 
general public for concerts, talks, special 
events, and more.

*Note that valet parking is not available at 
weekday matinees (March 20 & 27, 2026).

This information is accurate as of the date of printing (August 2025) and is subject to change without notice.
 Photo: Rod Millington
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