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With its recent groundbreaking, 1000 Boulevard of the Arts is officially underway. Perfectly
positioned between The Bay Park and Quay Harbor, with sweeping views of Sarasota Bay,
this extraordinary new address puts Sarasota’s arts, culture and dining within easy reach.
The setting is spectacular, and now the performance has begun.

1- TO 3-BEDROOM WATERFRONT RESIDENCES FROM $1.5 MILLION
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We are glad you have chosen to enjoy a live opera performance
at Sarasota Opera. Here are some tips to make you feel at home in
our theater, and to ensure you have the best possible experience.

e English texts are shown above the stage so you can follow along,
even when the opera is in a foreign language.

¢ No special preparation is necessary when you come to the opera.
This program book will provide you with all the information
about our productions, including a full cast list, program notes,
etc. You can also check our website, SarasotaOpera.org, for
further information.

e To ensure an enjoyable experience for you and other audience
members, cell phones and electronic devices that make any
kind of sound or emit light must be turned off while you are in
the theater. Phone conversations, texting, and audio and video
recording are not permitted. Leaving the real world behind for
a while and enjoying the beauty of opera will do you a world
of good!

e If you are late, you can watch and listen to a live stream of the
performance in the William G. and Marie Selby Lobby on the
second floor. You will be seated in the theater at the first available
opportunity.

e Foryour convenience, the Box Office is open before all Sarasota
Opera performances. Visit the kiosk in the lobby to purchase
tickets for any performance or call (941) 328-1300.

e Found articles should be turned in to the House Manager. Lost
items may be claimed from the Sarasota Opera Box Office at
61 N. Pineapple Avenue, Monday through Friday between 10
a.m.and 5 p.m.

e Sarasota Opera is equipped with hearing loop technology.
Patrons who need auditory assistance, but do not have hearing
aids orimplants, may pick up hearing devices in the main lobby.
For patrons who require visual assistance, binoculars are also
available. A driver’s license or another form of identification is
required to check out an assistance device.

© SARASOTA OPERA ASSOCIATION, INC.
61 N. Pineapple Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 366-8450 www.SarasolaOpera.org
Box Office: (941) 3281300
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MESSAGE FROM THE

(reneral & Artigtic Director

Introduced by an enthusiastic
fifth-grade teacher when | was 10, by seventh grade, | was
already a seasoned operagoer. Growing up in New York, |
had been to the Met and had become, with my mother, a
subscriber to New York City Opera, where orchestra tickets
were $9.95 each. | had already seen operas by Verdi, Puccini,
and Wagner, and had begun delving into the Ring Cycle.

I was surprised when a seventh-grade teacher, upon learning
of my interest in opera, told me that her family’s Christmas
tradition was to go to the Metropolitan Opera to see Hansel
and Gretel. At that point, | hadn’t seen or heard the work,
and | must admit that | assumed she was talking about a
children’s opera. Although | was familiar with the title and
the composer—whose name was often confused with that of
a then-current pop singer—| had not yet heard the piece. |
knew it had been the first complete opera broadcast by the
Metropolitan Opera, on Christmas Eve in 1931. My interest
piqued, and that conversation led me to the public library
to borrow a recording.

What | found was magical. Although the story was familiar
from the fairy tale | had learned as a small child, the opera
was filled with wonderful music that went far beyond a
simple children’s piece. Because | was already familiar with
the operas of Richard Wagner, | immediately responded
to the complexity of the orchestration and the beauty of
the melodic writing. And yet my twelve-year-old self also
delighted in the rich characterization of Hansel and Gretel,
and, of course, the Witch—not to mention the fact that the
opera ends with a stage full of children singing of the Witch's
demise. | could see why this was a beloved family tradition.
Although my taste in those days leaned toward the dramatic
works of verismo, Verdi, and Puccini, | understood that Hansel
and Gretel could be a wonderful introduction to the art form
foryoung people while still satisfying the more sophisticated
palate of seasoned operagoers.

That early experience helped shape my belief that opera can
enter a young person’s life vividly and permanently. It is one
reason we dedicate so many of our resources to the Youth
Opera program. Over the twenty plus years that I've been
involved with Sarasota Youth Opera, I've seen how many
of those young people have become opera lovers, with
some going on to work in opera professionally as singers or
administrators. That is why this program is so important to us.

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026
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Because the most persuasive way to introduce young people
to the art form is to let them participate in it, we believe that
having works written for them to sing is the best way for them
to understand what opera can be. The repertoire for young
voices is small, which is why we have commissioned six Youth
Operas over the history of the program, with two more in the
works. Rachel J. Peters, who wrote Rootabaga Country for us
in 2017, created a beautiful work that also challenges young
performers musically and vocally. Ms. Peters has also credited
our commission in helping lead her toward writing operas; she
has since written ten more works.

If opera is to have a future—and | believe passionately that it
does—engaging young people must be central to that future.
I'm encouraged by research showing that younger generations
may be more open to classical music than their parents were. It
is our job to give them as many opportunities as possible. I'm
grateful to all our patrons and supporters who understand this
and help us make it a reality.

RICHARD RUSSELL
General & Artistic Director
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A NIGHT OF

Comelllins & Champagre

SARASOTA OPERA GALA

Honoring David and Edith Chaifetz

L

Saturday, January 30, 2027
Reception at 6 PM | Dinner at 7 PM
s _ The Ora | Grand Ballroom | 578 Mclntosh Road

| mid the elegance and extravagance of Violetta’s

FnCoT pIMUd
_‘_"'3:"

Parisian salon, romance flourishes beneath the

shimmer of candlelight and champagne, while love,
sacrifice, and indulgence collide in one of opera’s most
unforgetftable stories. This Gala evokes the glamour and
fragility of high society in Paris, wrapped in the symbolism of
camellias and the sparkle of champagne.

SPONSOR LEVELS
PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

TABLES
$12,500
$7,500
$5,000

RESERVATIONS
$1,250
$750
$500

RESERVE TODAY!

y GULF COAST
COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION

MARINER SCENE

{ MOENLIGHT

MELODIES

Sarasota Opera House Courtyard

$250 per person | Limited Seating

INTO THE ENCHANTED FOREST
WITH HANSEL AND GRETEL
Friday, November 13, 2026, 6:30 PM
A magical open-air evening where live
performances bring the whimsical world of
Hansel and Gretel to life through music.

A NIGHT ABOARD HER MAJESTY’S SHIP
WITH GILBERT AND SULLIVAN
Wednesday, February 17, 2027, 6:30 PM
Drop anchor and raise a glass for an evening
inspired by Gilbert and Sullivan’s enchanting
operettas. Enjoy Victorian charm, clever
satire, lively melodies, and theatrical flair.

Z
GULF COAST 5

FARASGT A
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

CUMBERLAND L SCEN|E

AWARDS
LUNCHEON
Sarasota Yacht Club
Tuesday, March 9, 2027, 11:30 AM

Patron Level: $175 per person (Premium Seating)
Individual Reservations: $100 per person

Celebrate the artistry and achievement of
Sarasota Opera’s outstanding Apprentice
and Studio Artists af our annual Salute fo
the Stars luncheon. Enjoy a gourmet meal
with fellow opera enthusiasts while

experiencing live performances by the season’s
award-winning singers. These honors are
made possible through the generosity of
visionary donors and the Sarasota and
Manatee Opera Guilds.

SCENE.

Join us for Mini Events
Just Your Style

Sarasota Opera’s Mini Events are
special friend-raisers hosted at
unique locations with engaging,
individualized themes.

Join us for these fun, infimate
social gatherings to meet new
friends and create memories!

Learn more at:
sarasotaopera.org/minievent

RESERVE USING THE QR CODE, VISTING OUR WEBSITE, OR CALLING TODAY!
(941) 366-8450 EXT. 813 | SARASOTAOPERA.ORG | SOAEVENTS@SARASOTAOPERA.ORG




{”r-: H ‘ ‘ \ j” J r 'S Join us to experience the magic of England’s

‘ B _ MM | "4 | M celebrated country house opera tradition on an

B unforgettable cultural journey. Enjoy outstanding
performances of Handel’s Hercules, Verdi’s La fraviata
and Falstaff, Rossini’'s La Cenerentola (Cinderella), and
Otto Nicolai’s The Merry Wives of Windsor, all set against
the beauty of the English countryside, along with a
visit to London’s iconic Royal Opera House. With stays
in London, Oxford, Stratford-upon-Avon, and Sussex
near Glyndebourne, this bespoke Dolce Cultural
Tours itinerary combines world-class opera, charming
English towns, exceptional dining, and a once-in-a-

e \V &/ e alll T.,
= =9 H VALS TOUR

lifetime experience shared with fellow opera lovers,
all while supporting Sarasota Opera.

$16 950 per truveler -
Single supplement cost: $2,000
Airfare is not included. 4,

Led by Sarasota Opera General & =, {} SARASOTAOPERA
Artistic Director Richard Russell

To reqister, scan the code or visit:
‘ www.dolcecultural.com/SAR27
i

For questions contact Dolce Cultural Tours:
Dan@dolcecultural.com or 646-694-1212.

Tuesday Opera Women'’s Network

TOW.N.
0)

Become part of T.O.W.N. Enjoy Tuesday evening opera
performances, exclusive gatherings, and the camaraderie of

fellow opera-loving women throughout the season.

Contact o

. © 941.328.1300
; (=) TRogers@sarasotaopera.org

Imohib@sarasotaopera.org

sarasotaopera.org/da-capo-society

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026



) SARASOTAOPERA 2026-27 SEASON CALENDAR

TUES | WED |

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2026

Hansel
and Gretel
700 PM
NOV1 2 I3 "4 |'s IG [7
Hansel Hansel Rootabaga
and Gretel and Gretel Country
1:30 PM 700 PM 5:00PM
8 ['o [10 [ [12 [13 [14
Rootabaga Hansel Hansel Hansel
Country and Gretel and Gretel and Gretel
12:00 PM 7.00PM 7.00PM 1:30 PM
The Opera ||! 2 3 4 5 6 )
Gala* La traviata
January 30 730 PM
at 6:00 PM
7 8 10 n 12 13
La traviata La traviata H.M.S.
730 PM 730 PM Pinafore
7:30 PM
14 . 15 16 17 18 19 20
La traviata | OperaHouse Tour H.M.S. H.M.S. La traviata
130 PM 10:30 AM Pinafore Pinafore 1:30 PM
7:30 PM 7:30 PM Artists’ Choice
Concert 7:30 PM
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
H.M.S. H.M.S. La traviata Ariadne
Pinafore | OperaHouse Tour Pinafore 730 PM auf Naxos
1330 PM 10:30 AM 730 PM 730 PM
FEB 28 Mar1 2 3 4 5 6
H.M.S. | OperaHouse Tour Ariadne|  Lafraviata Ariadne H.M.S. Jentfa
Pinafore 10:30 AM auf Naxos 7:30 PM auf Naxos Pinafore 7:30 PM
1:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
7 8 9 10 n 12 13
Ariadne | OperaHouseTour | Salute to the Stars Ariadne La traviata | Apprentice Arfists Ariadne
auf Naxos 10:30AM | Awards Luncheon auf Naxos 730 PM atNoon auf Naxos
1:30 PM T1:30 AV 730PM Coversat3 1:30 PM
.Ienafa .H. M.S. La tr‘;g’:;ﬁ
730 PM Pinafore :
7:30 PM
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 .
Jendifa | OperaHouse Tour La traviata Jeniifa H.M.S.| Latraviata
1:30 PM 10:30 AM 730 PM 730 PM Pinafore 130 PM
730PM |  Emerging Artists
Showcase Concert
7:30 PM
21 2
. Opera Lovers Weeks are March 3-14.
Jentifa | OperaHouse Tour S ) _ iaret
130 PM 10:30 AM ee all 4 Winter Opera Festival productions in as few as 3 days.
Opera Lovers subscriptions are available online or via the Box Office.
*Held at The Ora, Sarasota **Held at Michael’s On East ***Held at the Sarasota Yacht Club
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NOW WELCOMING OUR OWNERS .
RESIDENCESLIDOKEY.COM

Schedule Your Private Tour * From the $7 Millions ¢« 941-888-3131

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT
REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY
ADEVELOPER TO ABUYER OR LESSEE.

This project has been filed in the state of Florida and no other state. This is not an offer to sell or solicitation of offers to buy the condominium units in states where such offer
or solicitation cannot be made. Equal Housing Opportunity. Rosewood Residences Lido Key is owned and being developed, offered and sold by WSR—Lido Beach, LLC
“Developer”). The project is not owned, developed or sold by Rosewood Hotels and Resorts, L.L.C. or any of its affiliates (“Rosewood”). Developer uses the Rosewood marks

pursuant to a license agreement with Rosewood, which may be terminated under certain conditions. Rosewood does not assume any responsibility or liability in connection with

the condominium. © Copyright 2026. All rights reserved. The Ronto Group®. Rosewood Hotels and Resorts®.




SARASOTAOPERA 2027 WINTER
:O RICHARD RUSSELL, General & Artistic Director opERA FESTIVAL

[ lravidta

FEBRUARY 6 - MARCH 20, 2027 FEBRUARY 13 - MARCH 19, 2027

Giuseppe Verdi | Francesco Maria Piave Arthur Sullivan | W.S. Gilbert

Aviadne ant || /nzos

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 13, 2027 MARCH 6 - MARCH 21, 2027
Richard Srrauss/ Hugo von Hofmannsthal Leos Janacek

i J.-

"J

All performances in the original language with simultaneous translations above the stage. o

SINGLE TICKETS & SUBSCRIPTIONS ONSALE NOW

(94]) 328_]300 Sarasota Opera House | 61 N. Pineapple Avenue, Sarasota, FL
o Florido P D i CL,COMT
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Morgan Stanley

Risk management is not
a do-it-yourself job.

Risk is a delicate issue. You know you should find the right balance
between risk and opportunity, but how does that translate into
investment choices?

The Bellwether Group at Morgan Stanley has the experience,
knowledge and resources to help you maintain that balance within
your investments. We will help you identify risk, recognize how it
could affect your portfolio and work toward minimizing its impact.
These are times that demand professional guidance.

Advice Matters. Meet with us to learn more.

Please scan the QR code to learn more about the group.

The Bellwether Group
at Morgan Stanley

2 North Tamiami Trail

Suite 1100

Sarasota, FL 34236
941-363-8515
advisor.morganstanley.com/
the-bellwether-group

L-R: Rochelle A. Nigri, QPFC, Associate Vice President, Financial Advisor; Kathy Francoletti, Senior Vice President Financial Advisor;
Scott Rockwell, Senior Vice President Financial Advisor; Aimee Cogan, CFP®, CIMA®, Managing Director—Wealth Management, Wealth
Advisor; Richard T. Williams Ill, CFA®, Senior Vice President, Financial Advisor; Paul C. Alexander, CRPC®, Vice President, Financial Advisor

CFP Board owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®, and CFP® (with plague design) in the U.S.

Investing in the market entails the risk of principal loss as well as market volatility. The value of all types of investments may increase or decrease over
varying time periods. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor's individual circumstances and objectives.

© 2026 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

CRC 5887141 09/26




OLD FRIENDS,
2/ COLLABORATION

Sarasota Opera's Hansel and Gretel Unites Opera, Ballet, Orchestra, and Youth Opera

BY MARINA HARSS

Many of us grew up with the story of Hansel and Gretel, about two
poor but resourceful children who go into the forest on their own,
are trapped by an evil witch, and end up outsmarting her, saving
themselves and scores of other children in the process. It is one
of the primal children’s tales, about the courage and ingenuity
of children—their ability to get themselves out of a tight spot by
reading their circumstances and helping each other.

Engelbert Humperdinck’s opera, which returns to Sarasota Opera
after a sixteen-year absence, retains the simplicity and directness
of the tale, making it an ideal work both for adult and young
audiences. For kids, the story is scary but accessible. And for
adults, there is more than enough musical depth and nuance to
keep them interested.

Hansel and Gretel's origins lie in a musical entertainment
Humperdinck composed for his sister, who liked to put on a
puppet show for her children every year at Christmas. This family
Christmas show was such a success that Humperdinck decided
to turn it into an opera that combined the child-like story with
sophisticated, even Wagnerian musical elements. "It contains
some of the most deeply complex music I've ever worked on,” says
Maestro Anthony Barrese, who conducted the show in Sarasota in
2010 and returns again this year. “Sometimes it feels like a Brahms
symphony.” The premiere took place at the Hoftheater in Weimar,
Germany, in 1893, under the baton of Richard Strauss, composer
of Der Rosenkavalier and Salome.

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

All the principal roles, including those of Hansel and Gretel, are
performed by adults. Both Hansel and Gretel are sung by women:
Gretel is a soprano and Hansel is a mezzo-soprano. Humperdinck
was skillful in creating musical parts for them that included child-
like qualities (purity, simplicity, playfulness) but also required real,
adult, operatic singing.

Just as skillfully, Humperdinck combined these adult voices with the
sound of an actual children’s chorus. At the end of the opera, when
the children are freed from the witch’s spell, they flood the stage,
singing a joyful song. Here we get the energy and spirit that only
children can bring. “It's very endearing, because after hearing adults
singing, you suddenly hear this more pure sound,” says Jessé Martins,
music director of the Sarasota Youth Opera, whose singers will be
heard in this final chorus. “And there is that element of surprise; the
audience isn't expecting to see children onstage.”

It's always a joyous occasion when the young singers of the Youth
Opera get to appear in a mainstage production, as they do in La
bohéme, Carmen, Tosca, and other works. The kids in Hansel and
Gretel range from about 11 to 16. It is not the only opera the Youth
Opera is performing this fall-they are also putting on their own
show, Rootabaga Country, by Rachel J. Peters. The Youth Opera
is a year-round program, in which about 100 kids take part each
year, learning every aspect of what it takes to put on an opera. The
opportunity to be included in one of the company’s mainstage
operas is one of the highlights.



“The whole concept of the Youth Opera,” says Richard Russell,
General and Artistic Director of Sarasota Opera, “is integrating
young people into the life of the company. It's that opportunity to
be part of the whole experience, and we hope it will be infectious,
that it will lead them to make opera part of their life in some way.”

In this particular production of Hansel and Gretel, directed by Felicity
Stiverson, kids will not only be singing, but dancing too, and not
just at the end. Stiverson is a former dancer who performed on
and off Broadway before turning to choreography and directing
both opera and musical theater. Dance is central to her approach.
“Anytime you can add dancing to an opera,” she says, “you gain
so much in storytelling, stage pictures, and narrative.”

This is Stiverson’s third time working on Hansel and Gretel. Her
first two experiences were collaborations with the director E. Loren
Meeker, first for New Orleans Opera Association and then for
OPERA San Antonio. This time, working alone, she has amplified
the place of dancing and stage movement even more than in those
previous iterations. To make that possible, the Sarasota Opera
invited students from The Sarasota Ballet School, Margaret Barbieri
Conservatory, and Sarasota Ballet Studio Company (all under the
umbrella of The Sarasota Ballet) to take part in the production.

Hansel and Gretel has always contained an element of dance,
or at least of movement. At the end of Act 2, Hansel and Gretel,
who are lost in the forest, sing a prayer (“When at Night | Go to
Sleep”). Fourteen angels appear and perform what Humperdinck
described as a “dream pantomime.” This scene has often been
choreographed into a dance. Stiverson saw this as an opportunity
to inject more choreography into the show, and to integrate dance
more fully into the action. The dancers are more like forest creatures
than like angels; they help to create the transition between the
daytime life of the forest and the more menacing world of night-
time. As Stiverson put it, “They help transition into and out of the
dream sequence.”

Stiverson has found other places to include movement as well,
as during the ominous orchestral passage known as the “Witch's
Ride,” which introduces the second act. Here, the dancers become
what Stiverson describes as “tree-like, ominous creatures” who
crawl in from the edges of the stage. They become a living,

breathing setting for Hansel and Gretel's adventures, suggesting
the dangers that the young protagonists will be facing. It moves
the action from “their home life into this new, ominous, possibly
dangerous environment,” says Stiverson.

The dancers are all young, ranging in age from about 10 to
their teens, selected, like the singers in the children’s chorus at
the end, by audition. Previously, the Sarasota Youth Opera has
collaborated with dancers from the Margaret Barbieri Conservatory
and Sarasota Ballet Studio Company in a yearly program called
“Images of Dance.” But this is the first time students from The
Sarasota Ballet School will appear in a mainstage production at
Sarasota Opera. It is, says Christopher Hird, Education Director
at The Sarasota Ballet, an exciting opportunity for the kids. “It's
always great for the kids to have that kind of experience,” says
Hird, “and | love the educational element of these kinds of
collaborations. It's so helpful for them to have an understanding
of how different art forms work.” It is equally interesting for the
members of the Youth Opera to see how dancers work.

The two companies, who have been in Sarasota for decades, are
already linked in other ways. Many of the ballet's performances take
place atthe opera house, as does the school's yearly Nutcracker
production. This year, the orchestra for The Nutcracker will be
conducted by none other than Sarasota Youth Opera music
director Jessé Martins.

The current production of Hansel and Gretel has been an
opportunity to bring the two organizations even closer, a goal
for the general and artistic director, Richard Russell.

"First of all, it's the nature of this piece, which is really centered
around kids,” says Russell. “But also, what a great opportunity to
collaborate with the Ballet. It aligns so well with my desire to do

more collaborations with our local organizations.”

For an opera so deeply invested in what children can do, bringing
all these young performers together seems particularly fitting.

Marina Harss is a freelance culture writer based in New York City.
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THE BRIAN D. JELLISON
CANCERINSTITUTE

The Jellison Cancer Institute stands as a beacon
of hope for cancer patients and their families.
Today, as our population grows, so does the
need for cancer care. The new outpatient
Milman-Kover Cancer Pavilion will expand
critical patient programs and services. Many are
fully supported through philanthropy.

You can play a vital role in ensuring that
families continue to find the hope and
healing they deserve.

Learn how you can make an impact,
call 941.917.1286 or visit smhf.org.
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MUSIC BY ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK

LIBRETTO BY ADELHEID WETTE

English singing translation by Cori Ellison
Sung in English with English supertitles
Production originally created for New Orleans Opera

Conductor
Production

Anthony Barrese
E. Loren Meeker
and Felicity Stiverson

The Sarasota Ballet School

ancl Conservatory clancers

Stage Director and Choreographer

Associate Director

Scenic Designer

Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Hair and Make-Up Designer
Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Managers
Youth Opera Chorus Master
Assistant Conductors

Hansel

Gretel
Gertrud

Peter

The Dew Fairy
The Sandman
The Witch

Cast

Children's Chorus

Juliana Alvarado
Alfonso Balmaceda
Cynthia Balmaceda
Loretta Balmaceda
Giuliana Bordes
Stephanie Casanova
Asher Claire

Felicity Stiverson*
Nora Winsler*
Steven C. Kemp
Howard Tsvi Kaplan
Ken Yunker
Brittany Rappise
Francesca MacBeth

Annie Hennen, Eva Schramm

Jessé Martins
Andrew Downs, Artyom Pak

Kara Morgan
Kerrigan Bigelow*
Lindsey Polcyn
Spencer Reichman*
Sarah Stembel**
Kira Neary**

Lisa Chavez

Kayleigh Blackmore
Sophia Close
Katherine Gore
Abigail Groves
Gabriella Tiesling
Lucinda Valdez

Children
Sofia Rose Hutchens
Ellis Perrin
Adelaide Egan
Avonlea Lyon
Zoe Breneman
Eden Sizemore
Amelia Swaim
Andigoni Ludera
Kat Dureska
Madeleine Kucera
Joy Dates
Olivia Bergamo

Reyna Kim

Sophie Lunsford
Ara Martinez-Oliva
Eva McDonald
Mia Moreno

Fiona Muolo
Zuzanna Retel

Abril Sanchez-Rodriguez
Emiliana Sarmiento

Elsie Stephens

Maia Vergnais

Elle Zukas

sara: ~ta orchestrar

* Sarasota Opera Debut

( arasota Ba”et
} SCHOOL
director - IAIN WEBB
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** Sarasota Opera Studio Artist

With the Sarasota Orchestra and
the Sarasota Ballet School and Conservatory



Stage Director & Choreographer

l Beloved by audiences since its 1893
debut, Engelbert Humperdinck's Hansel
and Gretel pairs a folk-inspired score with the classic Grimm
Brothers' fairy tale. From the warmth of the "Evening
Prayer" to the sweep of the "Witch's Ride," Humperdinck's
score offers an enchanting journey for all ages. My vision
for directing this production was to honor the work's
timeless spirit while leaning into its rich theatricality and
drawing upon the immense artistic talent here in Sarasota.
Bringing this story to life has been a deeply rewarding
collaborative effort. As director and choreographer, it has
been a privilege to assemble such a diverse group of artists,
including our exceptional lead singers and musicians,
professional and youth dancers from the Sarasota Ballet
School and Conservatory, and the talented members of the
Sarasota Youth Opera. In approaching this piece, | sought
to highlight its magical elements—balancing the darker
thematic motifs with moments of optimism, discovery,
humor, and redemption. As an opera director and parent
to a six-year-old, revisiting this classic in 2026 creates a
stronger personal significance. | am continually moved by
Hansel and Gretel's journey: when facing adversity, their
resourcefulness, resilience, and unyielding bond ultimately
restore hope to their family and community, and to us as
viewers. | hope you enjoy the performance!

ol

=

] i Conductor

[ first fell in love with Hansel & Gretel in
2010, when | conducted it for the
Sarasota Opera winter season. It is that rare work that
succeeds on several levels at once. It enchants children with
its deceptively simple melodies, yet beneath its fairy-tale
charm lies a score of remarkable sophistication, every bit
as carefully crafted and detailed as a Brahms symphony.

The opera’s origin story reflects this same duality.
Humperdinck's sister, Adelheid Wette, recognizing that
the intimidating shadow of Wagner and Humperdinck’s
involvement in the premiere of Parsifal had stifled her
brother’s own creative voice, asked him to compose
music for four folk songs from Hansel and Gretel for her
children to sing. What began as a modest family project
soon expanded into a work with dialogue and, ultimately,
the full-fledged opera audiences know today.

Humperdinck’s achievement is all the more remarkable
because of the historical weight under which he labored.
He succeeded in creating a truly Wagnerian opera, rich in
orchestral color, dramatic depth, and thematic complexity,
yet free of the pretension that can sometimes burden
Wagner's works.

This miraculous piece presents a satisfying microcosm of
the work of conducting. Sophistication and simplicity, vocal
and orchestral lines must all be united as seamlessly as
possible, and | am delighted to share the resulting tapestry.

HANSEL AND GRETEL gng/s

ACT |
At Home

Hansel is making a broom and Gretel is darning socks but Hansel complains
of his hunger. Gretel shows him some milk that a neighbor has given them
to make a rice pudding. Cheered, Hansel decides he doesn’t want to work
any more and the two begin to dance (Briderchen, komm tanz’ mit mir
/ Brother come and dance with me). Their mother, Gertrud, enters and is
angry to find them idle. In her anger, she knocks over the jug of milk. A
desperate Gertrud, knowing that there will be no supper for her family,
sends the children out to pick strawberries in the forest.

An off-stage song announces the return of her husband Peter (Rallala,
rallala). He has been celebrating his success selling his brooms at the
village market and has brought food home. When he asks about the
children, Gertrud tells him about the broken milk jug and the two laugh.
When he asks where they are, she tells him that she has sent them to the
llsenstein Forest. Peter tells her about the wicked witch who lives there,
using sweetmeats to lure children to her lair, where she bakes them in her
oven. Horrified, they rush out in search of their children.

ACTII

In the Forest

An orchestral prelude depicts the Witch's Ride. As Hansel searches for
strawberries, Gretel weaves a garland of flowers. Hansel crowns his sister
with the garland, calling her "Queen of the Forest," as night falls. The pair
soon realize that they have eaten all the strawberries and lost their way. The
Sandman comes, throwing magic dust as they sing their evening prayer
(Abends will ich schlafen gehen / When at night | go to sleep). They fall
asleep and have a magical dream.

INTERMISSION

ACT Il
At the little gingerbread house

The Dew Fairy awakens the children and they notice a little house made of
sweets, encircled with a fence of gingerbread children. Hungry, they begin
to nibble on the house, but as they do they hear a voice within (Knusper,
knusper, knatischen/Crunchy, crunchy, mousey). The Witch appears and
casts a spell on the unsuspecting Hansel and leads him in a cage.

In order to fatten Hansel up for her recipe, the Witch prepares more food
for him. Meanwhile Gretel obtains her magic wand, frees Hansel from his
cage, and the two children push the Witch into the oven (Juchei! Nun ist
die Hexe tot/Hurrah! Farewell you wicked witch). This breaks the spell which
had imprisoned the gingerbread children and they come to life. Peter and
Gertrud, searching for Hansel and Gretel enter. As the oven explodes, the
Witch, now a giant cookie is extracted and all cheer.

World Premiere: the Hoftheater Weimar on 23 December 1893,
conducted by Richard Strauss.



HANSEL AND GRETEL ackground

HANSEL AND GRETEL:
A Fairy Tale on a Grand Operatic Scale

When Engelbert Humperdinck's Hansel and Gretel appears on
an opera season, it is sometimes assumed to be a work intended
primarily for children. The association with the Grimm Brothers
fairy tale can obscure the fact that this opera is one of the most
musically sophisticated and richly orchestrated works regularly
performed in the repertoire. While the story is certainly family
friendly, the score is anything but childlike.

From its first measures, Hansel and Gretel reveals a lush, expansive
musical world. The orchestra is large and opulent, and Humperdinck
makes full use of its expressive power. Extended orchestral
interludes are so fully developed that they function almost as
an additional character, deepening the emotional and dramatic
landscape of the opera. This is music written on a symphonic
scale, demanding both technical precision and interpretive depth.

The opera’s stature was recognized immediately at its premiere
in Berlin, which was conducted by Richard Strauss, a close friend
and admirer of Humperdinck. Gustav Mahler led the Vienna
premiere, and Arturo Toscanini later conducted performances
during his tenure at La Scala. Such champions are notincidental
footnotes; they signal the seriousness with which the work was
regarded by the leading musical minds of its time.

Humperdinck’s own musical pedigree further explains the opera’s
richness. Although his parents hoped he would pursue architecture,
he studied composition with Ferdinand Hiller and Franz Lachner
before encountering Richard Wagner in Italy. Wagner was so
impressed by the young composer that he invited Humperdinck
to assist with the first production of Parsifal at Bayreuth and to
tutor his son Siegfried. Immersion in Wagner's musical language
left a clear imprint on Humperdinck's style.

In Hansel and Gretel, Humperdinck blends this Wagnerian
influence with melodies inspired by folk song, creating a sound
world that is both immediately accessible and harmonically
complex. The orchestration is often contrapuntal, with melodic
lines weaving in and out of one another, producing a dense and
glowing texture. Wagner's presence is especially evident in the
orchestral interludes, most notably The Witch’s Ride between
Acts | and Il, whose surging energy and vivid orchestral color
unmistakably recall The Ride of the Valkyries. Here, the orchestra
vividly depicts the witch's wild flight through the forest, rising to
an exhilarating, almost overwhelming intensity.

At the same time, the opera remains a masterful piece of
storytelling. Folk-like melodies lend directness and warmth
to the interactions between characters, grounding the drama
emotionally. The overture, which introduces many of the opera’s
principal themes, sets the tone from the outset. Though Hansel
and Gretel face poverty, hunger, loneliness, and danger, the music
assures us that this is a fairy tale in the deepest sense—one that
ultimately leads to safety, joy, and wonder.

By Deutsche Fotothek

When Hansel and Gretel was first performed at the Metropolitan
Opera in 1905, New York Times critic Richard Aldrich wondered
how audiences would respond to “this gay little children’s tale
elaborated musically with all the resources of the Wagnerian
method and orchestra.” He quickly answered his own question,
concluding thatthe opera revealed “an achievement of the highest
talent and skill,” and that there seemed to be no one in the house
untouched by its beauty and delight.

More than a century later, Aldrich’s observation still rings true.
Hansel and Gretel is an opera of remarkable craft, emotional
depth, and orchestral brilliance—one that speaks to audiences
of all ages and rewards serious listening. We hope that Sarasota
Opera’s production will allow listeners to rediscover this beloved
work not merely as a fairy tale, but as the profound and enchanting
operatic experience it truly is.

Richard Russell has served as General Director since 2012 and
added the role of Artistic Director in June 2026.
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MUSIC & LIBRETTO BY RACHEL J. PETERS
Adapted from the book Rootabaga Stories by Carl Sandburg
Sung in English with English supertitles | Commissioned by Sarasota Opera, World Premiere in 2017
Production created by Sarasota Opera

Conductor

Stage Director

Scenic Designer

Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Hair and Make-Up Designer
Assistant Conductors
Chorus Assistant

Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Managers

Cast

Gimme The Ax
Please Gimme

Ax Me No Questions
Ticket Agent

Clown

Potato Face Blind Man
Jason Squiff

Blixie Bimber

The Kernel

Snippo Hike

Bevo Hike

Mrs. Axenbax
Mayor

Weatherman

Doctor

Traffic Cop

Monkey

Henry Hagglyhoagly
Henry's Mittens
Susan Slackentwist
Shopkeepers

Jessé Martins

Martha Collins

Sheryl Liu

Howard Tsvi Kaplan

Ken Yunker

Brittany Rappise

Jordan Brooks, Yihao Zhou
Lisandra Rodriguez Varela
Emily Stafford

Annie Hennen, Eva Schramm

Dylan Schang **

Abril Sanchez-Rodriguez (11/7) | Emiliana Sarmiento (11/8)

Giuliana Bordes (11/7) | Isabella Maltese (11/8)
Elle Zukas

Marley Intemann

Riley Findley **

Kai Casey

Zuzanna Retel (11/7) | Sarah Vargas (11/8)

Aria Tillman

Sophia Silva-O'Connell (11/7) | Reyna Kim (11/8)
Jalil Campbell

Eva McDonald (11/7) | Isla Outerbridge (11/8)
Olivia Novak

Stephanie Casanova

Selah Driscoll

Marley Intemann

Laila Amicucci

Dylan Alan

Loretta Balmaceda, Céleste O’'Neil

Mia Moreno (11/7) | Ara Martinez-Oliva (11/8)
Sophie Lunsford, Victoria Oquendo,

Adriana Rossi, Maia Vergnais

** Sarasota Opera Studio Artist

Rootabaga Country Orchestra
Chorus: Sarasota Youth Opera

YOUTH OPERA PRODUCTION SPONSORED BY THE LES AND CAROL BRUALDI FOUNDATION

The commissioning of Rachel J. Peters for Roofabaga Counl'ry received funding from

OPERA America’s Opera Grants for Female Composers program, supported by the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation
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ROOTABAGA COUNTRY Syno/&'s

Gimme The Ax and his two children (Please Gimme and Ax Me No
Questions) have grown tired of their lives, and the children wish to
know more about their mother (Alelia) who died when they were
young. Gimme The Ax suggests they sell all their possessions and
purchase tickets on the Zigzag Railroad to Alelia’s favorite place,
Rootabaga Country. With tickets in hand, the family boards the
Zigzag Railroad into the sky.

After traveling through the lands of balloons and circus clowns, they
reach Rootabaga and head to the post office for a map. There they
meet the Potato Face Blind Man who explains there are no maps
and no postmen. Rootabagans receive someone else’'s mail and
deliver it, so everyone meets someone new each day.

Their first letter is addressed to Jason Squiff, and the family finds
him trying to wash green sludge from his hair. The letter requests
he remove a clog from Blixie Bimber's cistern. To his surprise the
clogis The Kernel who proclaims, since Jason has a letter Q in his
name, Jason'’s clothes should be covered in popcorn. Though he
tries to change, Jason finds itimpossible to rid himself of popcorn.
The Kernel assures him that the new look is better than his old
clothing. Jason realizes he feels distinguished in his new attire,
all due to the letter Q in his name. Gimme The Ax shares with his
children that he recalls Alelia’s humongous feet that, like the letter
Qin Jason’s name, were something she never asked for but came
in handy when least expected.

Their next delivery is from Mrs. Axenbax to Bevo Hike requesting
a meeting about his son Snippo’s behavior at school. Bevo finds
Snippo has gotten himself into additional trouble; his thumb is
stuck in his nose. Bevo seeks the help of the mayor, weatherman,
and doctor without success. Finally, the traffic cop, with the help
of a monkey and a ladder, frees Snippo’s thumb.

Gimme the Ax is reminded how Alelia would help all of them
whenever they were in a sticky situation, just like the people of the
town came together to help Snippo.

The final delivery is for Henry Hagglyhoagly, a poor minstrel in love
with Susan Slackentwist. When Henry finds his fingers are too cold
to play the guitar, his two mittens, Please Gimme and Ask Me No
Questions assist him in serenading Susan who falls instantly in love.

The children sadly wish their mother could be with them sharing
all of these experiences and happiness, but their father reminds
them she will always be part of their memories.

The Potato Faced Blind Man tells them they have no more letters
to deliver, so family debates where to go next. They realize they
have already found a new home in Rootabaga Country. They may
not be a family of four perfect people, but a family can be made
up of any combination. They happily accept that anyone rooting
for each other, and sticking it out until the storm clouds part, is
a family, and they decide to stay with their newfound friends in
Rootabaga Country.
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ABOUT ROOTABAGA COUNTRY
By Composer and Librettist Rachel J. Peters

Since my middle school days in Missouri, | have felt a kindred
spirit in Carl Sandburg’s writing. With Rootabaga Stories, he
struck an uncanny balance of silliness and profundity, resulting
in a tone and landscape like nothing | have witnessed yet in
the youth opera repertoire. The delightfully odd characters
and their shenanigans comprise a world that feels familiar yet
reaches far beyond our everyday experience. From the Potato
Face Blind Man's accordion-accompanied life lessons to Henry
Hagglyhoagly's frozen guitar serenade, so much music already
lives in these tales that it is impossible not to imagine it while
reading them. | can think of no better vehicle than opera to
introduce this uniquely American literary master and folk hero
to a new generation.

Sandburg did not create a mother for the children in his book,
which led me to think about unofficial families. If we are lucky
enough to share a connection with anyone, then we probably
have them. Beyond blood relations, my own unofficial family
of friends and colleagues has transformed my life in ways |
never thought possible. At a time when just being a kid trying
to grow up is more confusing than ever before, whether or not
our Alelias are there with us, it is vital to remember that family
truly is “anybody rooting for each other/when the world is
cattywompus”. This opera is dedicated to official and unofficial
families everywhere. | humbly thank everyone at Sarasota Opera
for bringing it to life so magically.

World Premiere: Sarasota Opera, 2017



ROOTABAGA COUNTRY Zuckpround

Rachel J. Peters, Composer and Librettist

Composer/librettist Rachel J. Peters’ operas include Lesson
Plan (On Site Opera/Caramoor), Companionship (Virginia Arts
Festival, Fort Worth Opera), Rootabaga Country (Sarasota Opera,
Seattle Opera), Sketchbook for Ollie (Lyric Opera of Kansas City),
The Wild Beast of the Bungalow (Oberlin Conservatory) and Three
Amputators with Royce Vavrek (Arctic Chamber Music Festival), No
Ladies in the Lady’s Book (Utah Opera), Staggerwing (Opera
Kansas), and Men I'm Not Married To (Cleveland Opera Theater)
with Lisa DeSpain, Steve (Boston Opera Collaborative), Everything
Comes to a Head with Margi Preus and Jean Sramek (Decameron
Opera Coalition), Pie, Pith, and Palette with Marvin J. Carlton
(The Atlanta Opera), and Welcome to
the Madness (complete with live horses)
with Leanna Kirchoff (Opera Steamboat).

-

Rachel’s musicals include Only Children with
Michael R. Jackson (NYU Tisch, Lincoln Center
Directors Lab), Tiny Feats of Cowardice with
Susan Bernfield (NYC Fringe Festival), Write
Left with John Walch (Playwrights Horizons
Theatre School), Tomato Red (UC Irvine),
and Octopus Heart (NYU Steinhardt).

Rachel’s extensive catalogue of songs has
been performed at Lincoln Center, Second
Stage, National Opera Center, Symphony
Space, New York Festival of Song, National
Sawdust, Ars Nova, Joe's Pub, and cabarets and
theatres nationwide. She has written specialty
material for Broadway luminaries Zachary
James, John-Andrew Morrison, Mary Testa, and

Lauren Worsham. Rachel contributed to the new generation of The
AIDS Quilt Songbook and My Brother'’s Keeper on NYFOS Records.

Rachel has held residencies at Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for
the Arts, Yaddo, Brush Creek Arts, Millay Arts, and Soaring Gardens.
She has received Anna Sosenko Assist Trust and multiple ASCAPlus
awards as well as an OPERA America Female Composers Discovery
Grantfor Manor of Speaking....with Kevin Thomas Townley, Jr. Rachel is
an alumna of New Dramatists Composer-Librettist Studio, The
American Opera Project, and the John Duffy Institute for New Opera.

Rachel originally hails from St. Louis, Missouri, where she grew up
singing in children’s choruses. She has called New York City home
since 2003.

Carl Sanc":urg, Author

Author-poet Carl Sandburg was born the second of seven children
on January 6, 1878 to Swedish immigrants August and Clara. He
quit school following his graduation from eighth grade and spent
a decade working a variety of jobs - barbershop porter, milk truck
driver, brickyard hand, and a harvester in the Kansas wheat fields
—before traveling as a hobo in 1897.

When the Spanish-American War broke out in 1898 Sandburg
volunteered for service and at the age of twenty was ordered to
Puerto Rico. Upon his return to his hometown of Galesburg, Illinois,
he entered Lombard College while supporting himself as an on-
call fireman. As the first decade of the century wore on, he grew
increasingly concerned with the plight of the American worker. In
1907 he served as an organizer for the Wisconsin Social Democratic
Party during which he met Lilian Steichen, whom he married in 1908.

Sandburg was virtually unknown in 1914 when a group of his poems
appeared in Poetry magazine. Two
years later his book Chicago Poems
was published, and the thirty-eight-
year-old author found himself on
the brink of a career that would
bring him international acclaim.
More works followed including
Rootabaga Stories (1922), a book
of fanciful children’s tales, his two-
volume Abraham Lincoln: The
Prairie Years, and his four-volume
Abraham Licoln: The War Years,
for which he won the Pulitzer Prize
in 1940. He received a second
Pulitzer Prize in 1951for Complete
Poems.

Carl Sandburg died at his North
Carolina home July 22, 1967.
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Anthony Barrese
Conductor * Melrose Park, IL
CONDUCTOR

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)
The Merry Widow (2026)
L’infedelta delusa (2024
Roméo et Juliette (2020
L'italiana in Algeri (2017
Hansel and Gretel (2010
Debut: Assistant to

the Music Staff (2002)

—_ — =

-

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Artistic Director, Opera Southwest
Bluebeard'’s Castle/Dr. Atomic,
Opera Southwest
Il barbiere di Siviglia,
Florida Grand Opera
Die Kathrin, Chicago Folks Operetta

Martha Collins

Stage Director * Ottawa, Canada
DIRECTOR

Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)

Susannah (2026)

Cavalleria rusticana
and Pagliacci (2025)

Carmen (2024)

Ernani (2023)

Attila (2022)

L'inganno felice (2021)

Roméo et Juliette (2020)

I masnadieri (2006)

Debut: Apprentice Artists Program
Stage Director (2004)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
L'occasione fa il ladro, Opera Southwest
Faust, Tri-Cities Opera/New York
Ariadne auf Naxos,

Land of Enchantment Opera/

New Mexico
Die Zauberfléte, New York University

The Arlisls FALL 2026

Kerrigan Bige|ow
Soprano * New York, NY
GRETEL

Hansel and Gretel
SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Gretel, Hansel und Gretel,
The Juilliard School
Mariuccia, | due timidi,
The Juilliard School
La princesse,
L’Enfant et les sortiléges,
Tanglewood Vocal Fellow

Anc] rew DOWI‘IS

Music Staff  Bloomington, IN
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA
The Merry Widow, Susannah (2026)
Brundibér (2025)

Carmen; Lucia di Lammermoor (2024)

Debut: Assistant Conductor (2024)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Conducting Fellow,

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra
The Nutcracker,

Carmel Symphony Orchestra
Assistant Conductor/Coach,

Indiana University Opera

and Ballet Theater

Jorc]an BI’OOI(S

Music Staff » West Chester, PA
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR

Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
La bohéme, Il trovatore (2026)
Debut: Assistant Conductor (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Assistant Conductor, The Consul,
Opera at USC
Assistant Conductor, La bohéme,
Chicago Summer Opera
Assistant Conductor,
Die Zauberfléte,
Berlin Opera Academy

Riley Findley

Baritone ¢ Kansas City, MO
POTATO FACE BLIND MAN
Rootabaga Country
STUDIO ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Schaunard, La bohéme (2026)
Debut: Studio Artist (2025)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Ufficiale, Il barbiere di Siviglia,
Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Il Conte Almaviva,
Le nozze di Figaro,
Canto Vocal Program
Gregorio, Roméo et Juliette,
Lyric Opera of Kansas City

Lisa Chavez

Mezzo-soprano © Oakland, CA
THE WITCH
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)

Azucena, Il trovatore (2026)

Santuzza, Cavalleria rusticana (2025)

Thérése, Thérése (2023)

Dido, Dido and Aeneas (2021)

Fenena, Nabucco (2019)

Carmen, Carmen (2018)

Debut: Madame de Croissy,
Dialogues des carmélites (2017)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Maggie Bell, Stonewall,
New York City Opera
Isabella, L'italiana in Algeri,
Opera San Jose
Frugola/Principessa/Zita, Il trittico,
Lithuanian National Opera
and Ballet Theatre

Nidia Guevara-Nolasco

Mezzo-soprano ° Angleton, TX
STUDIO ARTIST
SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Mistress Quickly, Falstaff,
Shepherd School of Music

Woman in Hat/Duchesss,
The Ghosts of Versailles,
Shepherd School of Music

Dido, Dido and Aeneas,
Stetson University



Annie Hennen

Assistant Stage Manager
Laramie, WY

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
Hansel and Gretel;
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Assistant Stage
Manager (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Stage Manager,
Opera Southwest
Assistant Stage Manager,
Aspen Music Festival

-

)

Deidre Lahiff

Mezzo-Soprano * Goshen, NY
RESIDENT ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Apprentice Artist (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Alto Soloist, Symphony No. 9
(Beethoven), Austin Symphony

English Teacher, Paul’s Case,
Opera Maine

Beggar Woman (cv),
Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street,
Opera Maine
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Henry Horstmann

Baritone * Glen Cove, NY
RESIDENT ARTIST
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Apprentice Artist 2025

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Baritone, The Gilbert and Sullivan
Time Machine, Long Island Tour

Sheryl Liu

Scenic Designer © Pittsburgh, PA
SCENIC DESIGNER
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Rootabaga Country (2017)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

The Sound of Music,

Man of La Mancha, Ah Kuhling
(touring productions
mainland China)

The Emperor Jones, (Limén Dance
Company/New York & Mexico)

Wargo Ballymore Part One:
Winners (Chelsea Opera/

New York)

The Death of Bessie Smith,
Frankenstein, Sleeping Beauty,
Genius (by Chopin)

(Hudson Guild Theatre
Company/New York)

Balm In Gilead (Lee Strausberg

Institute/New York)

Howard Tsvi Kap|an

Costume Designer © Oceanside, NY
RESIDENT COSTUME DESIGNER
Rootabaga Country;

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: 1998

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Alley Theatre

Asolo Theatre

Florida Grand Opera

Opera Delaware

ABC

PBS

Ringling Bros. Clown College
Baltimore Opera

Kentucky Opera

Barter Theater

| .

Jeremy Luis Lopez

Tenor  Long Island, NY
RESIDENT ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Apprentice Artists 2026

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Concert with Artyom Pak,
Ferrari Fall Festival

All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce
of 1914, Playhouse on Park

Mr. Mulligan/Father Chapelle/
Mayor, The Ballad of Baby Doe,
Central City Opera

Steven C. Kemp

Scenic Designer ® Houston, TX
SCENIC DESIGNER

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA
The Merry Widow (2026)
Stiffelio (2025)

Luisa Miller (2024)
Ernani (2023)

Debut: Tiefland (2018)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
La Cenerentola,

Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Lalovavi, Cincinnati Opera
Tosca, The Atlanta Opera

Francesca MacBeth

Stage Manager * New York, NY
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA

Production Stage Manager,
Sarasota Opera (2013-present)

Debut: Assistant Stage Manager,
The Little Sweep (2005)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
A Streetcar Named Desire,

Opera Theatre of St. Louis
Stage Manager,

Sarasota Cuban Ballet
Stage Manager,

Next Generation Ballet
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Jessé Martins

Music Staff * Sapiranga, Brazil
CONDUCTOR

Rootabaga Country

YOUTH OPERA MUSIC DIRECTOR

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)
Conductor, Susannah (2026)
Conductor,

Lucia di Lammermoor (2024)
The Hobbit (2024)
The Little Sweep (2023)
The Secret World of Og (2022)
La Fille du régiment (2022)
Dido and Aeneas (2021)
Debut: Youth Opera

Music Director (2011)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Assistant Music Director,
Opera Factory/New Zealand

The Arlisls FALL 2026

Jordan McCready

Mezzo-Soprano © Anchorage, AK
STUDIO ARTIST
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Flora, The Enchanted Pig,
Lyric Opera of Orange Country

Cherubino (cover), Le nozze di Figaro,

Central City Opera
Kate Pinkerton, Madame Butterfly,
Opera Colorado

Kara Morgan

Mezzo-soprano ¢ Andover, MN
HANSEL

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA
Spirit; Dido, Dido and Aeneas (2021)
Debut: Apprentice Artist (2020)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Rosina, Il barbiere di Siviglia,
Minnesota Opera

Stéphano, Roméo et Juliette,
Minnesota Opera

Tigrana, Edgar, Minnesota Opera

Kira Neary
Soprano ° New York, NY
THE SANDMAN

Hansel and Gretel
STUDIO ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Frou Frou, The Merry Widow (2026)
Debut: Apprentice Artist (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Constance and The Skeptic covers,
Constance: A Confession,
Experiments in Opera
Zerlina, Don Giovanni,
Off-Brand Opera
Micaéla, Carmen,
Lighthouse Opera Company

Kat Norman

Soprano © Albuquerque, NM
RESIDENT ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Apprentice Artist (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Apprentice Artist, Sarasota Opera
Pamina, Die Zauberfléte,

Music on Site Inc.
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Artyom Pak

Music Staff » Tashkent, Uzbekistan
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA

Program Director of the
Apprentice Artists
Program (2026)

Debut: Assistant Conductor,
Cosi fan tutte (2025)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

L’Enfant et les sortileges,
The Juilliard School

Dialogues des carmélites,
The Juilliard School

Il barbiere di Siviglia,
Central City Opera

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

Rachel J. Peters

Composer/Librettist ® St. Louis, MO
COMPOSER/LIBRETTIST
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
Rootabaga Country

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Rootabaga Country, Seattle Opera
Lesson Plan, On Site Opera/Caramoor
Companionship, Virginia Arts Festival/
Fort Worth Opera
Sketchbook for Ollie,
Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Staggerwing, Opera Kansas
Pie, Pith, and Palette,
The Atlanta Opera

Lindsey po|cyn
Mezzo-soprano © Jackson, OH
GERTRUD

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA

Mrs. McLean, Susannah (2026)
Apprentice Artist (2025)

Debut: Apprentice Artist (2024)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Mrs. Nolan/Baba cover,
The Medium,
Delaware Valley Opera Company
Gertrude, Roméo et Juliette,
Quisisana Resort
La Zia Principessa, Suor Angelica,
Orchestra Society of Philadelphia
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Brittany V.A. Rappise

Wig & Makeup Designer ©
Paterson, NJ
WIG & MAKEUP DESIGNER

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)
La Wally (2020)

Rigoletto (2020)

Nabucco (2019)

Carmen (2018)

Norma (2018)

Debut: La traviata (2017)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Wig & Makeup Designer,
Des Moines Metro Opera
2022-Current
William Tell, Boston Lyric Opera
Don Giovanni, Opera Delaware
Tosca, Nashville Opera

Uma Singh
Soprano ¢ Cleveland, OH
RESIDENT ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Apprentice Artists 2026

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Tatiana (cover), Eugene Onegin,
Wolf Trap Opera
Beryl Barbelle,
Katie: Strongest of the Strong,
Lyric Opera of Chicago
Lyric Unlimited
Fulbright Scholarship, Germany
Central City Opera
Bonfils-Stanton Studio Artist

Spencer Reichman
Baritone * Austin, TX
PETER

Hansel and Gretel
SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Marcello, La bohéme,

Opera Company of Middlebury,
Shreveport Opera

Sonora, La fanciulla del West,

Wichita Grand Opera

Baritone soloist, Carmina Burana,

York Symphony Orchestra

Lazar Wolfe, Fiddler on the Roof,

Union Avenue Opera

Emily Stafford

Stage Manager © Athens, WV
STAGE MANAGER
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA (partial list)
Stage Manager, Il trovatore (2026)
Stage Manager, La bohéme (2026)

Stage Manager, Cosi fan tutte (2025)

Stage Manager, Le nozze
di Figaro (2025)
Assistant Stage Manager,
The Hobbit (2024)
Assistant Stage Manager,
Lucia di Lammermoor (2024)
Debut: Assistant
Stage Manager (2017)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Opera Theatre of St. Louis
Sweeney Todd, Opera Maine
It's a Wonderful Life,

West Virginia Public Theatre

)

Dylan Schang

Tenor * Appleton, WI
GIMME THE AX
Rootabaga Country
STUDIO ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Little Bat, Susannah (2026)
Debut: Studio Artist (2026)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Little Victor, Elizabeth Cree,

Music Academy of the West
Gastone, La traviata,

Opera Company of Middlebury
Joe Cable, South Pacific,

MacBeth Productions

Sarah Stembel

Soprano © New Orleans, LA
THE DEW FAIRY

Hansel and Gretel
STUDIO ARTIST

SARASOTA OPERA
Apprentice Artist (2026)
Debut: Apprentice Artist (2024)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS

Nella, Gianni Schicchi, Opera Idaho

Sister Genovieffa, Suor Angelica,
Opera ldaho

Papagena, Die Zauberflste,
Opera Mississippi

Eva Schramm

Assistant Stage Manager
Cincinnati, OH

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
Hansel and Gretel;
Rootabaga Country

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: Assistant
Stage Manager (2025)

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Assistant Stage Manager,
Atlanta Opera
Stage Manager,
Aspen Music Festival

Felicity Stiverson
Director/Choreographer ©
Annapolis, MD

STAGE DIRECTOR/
CHOREOGRAPHER
Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Hansel and Gretel,

Opera San Antonio/

New Orleans Opera
The Fairy Queen,

Manhattan School of Music
Turandot, New Orleans Opera
The Anonymous Lover,

Opera Philadelphia
Susannah, Wolf Trap Opera
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Nora Winsler

Associate Director * Centreville, VA
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Hansel and Gretel

SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Il barbiere di Siviglia, Virginia Opera
Orfeo ed Euridice, The Dallas Opera
La bohéme, The Dallas Opera
Pagliacci, Minnesota Opera
Madama Butterfly,

Lyric Opera of Kansas City

The Avlisls FALL 2026

Ken Yunl(er

Lighting Designer ¢ Seattle, WA
RESIDENT LIGHTING DESIGNER

SARASOTA OPERA
Debut: 2007

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Principal Lighting Designer,
Alliance Theatre Company
(2004-2017)
Resident Lighting Designer,
Atlanta Opera (1993-2015)
Lighting Designer -
Americas Brazil, Florida Grand
Opera, Bermuda Arts Festival,
Utah Opera, New Orleans
Opera, Tulsa Opera,
Opera Santa Barbara,
Opera New Jersey,
Toledo Opera,
San Antonio Opera

Yihao Zhou

Pianist * Beijing, China
YOUTH OPERA MUSIC STAFF
Hansel and Gretel
SARASOTA OPERA DEBUT

OTHER ENGAGEMENTS
Associate Conductor,

Le nozze di Figaro,

Indianapolis Opera
Rehearsal Pianist, Hildegard

(World Premiere),

Beth Morrison Projects/ LA Opera
Staff Pianist, The Juilliard School
Vocal Coach, Manhattan

School of Music

Photo by New Orleans Opera Association

PRODUCTION
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Hansel and Gretel: English singing

translation by Cori Ellison by arrangement

with European American Music Distributors
Company, U.S. and Canadian agent for
Schott Music, publisher and copyright owner.
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A PRIVATE MARINA & UNOBSTRUCTED
CITY AND BAY VIEWS FROM EVERY RESIDENCE.

Step inside to bayfront residences unequaled in Sarasota, perhaps because they
open to a panorama of the city’s entire skyline. Here is a stage for expansive living —
a breathtaking esplanade, pool terrace, and even, a berth for your boat.

This is that once-and-forever moment. Now selling.

NOW ACCEPTING CONTRACTS
Visit Our Sales Gallery | 1819 Main Street, Suite 110 | Sarasota, FL 34236

AMARA

ON SARASOTA BAY
CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES FROM $3.6M | 941.867.7160 | AMARASARASOTA.COM

ORALREPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS,



YOUTH OPERA /[[embers

Sarasota Youth Opera Mixed Chorus

Sylvia Adams
Dylan Alan

Juliana Alvarado
Laila Amicucci
Alfonso Balmaceda
Cynthia Balmaceda
Loretta Balmaceda
Stefaniia Biedakurova
Amalia Bordes
Giuliana Bordes
Abigail Buhr

Jalil Campbell
Cara Carlson
Stephanie Casanova
Kai Casey

Asher Claire

Selah Driscoll
Brenna Farrell
Kayla Farrell
Sophia Gambrell
Ora Grant

Eleanor Havasi
Marina Intemann
Marley Intemann
Emmylou Johnston
Reyna Kim

Live Klein
Theodore Levey-Baker
Juniper Loccisano
Sophie Lunsford
Isabella Maltese

Ara Martinez-Oliva
Eva McDonald

Mia Moreno

Samuel Moreno

Fiona Muolo

Maxim Nekorystnov
Olivia Novak

Harper Olney

Céleste O'Neil

Enrique Oquendo
Victoria Oquendo

Isla Outerbridge

Gabi Pennington
Natalia Peno

Natalie Purmort

Julia Retel

Zuzanna Retel

Eddie Robinson
Nahiana Rosado-Gonzalez
Adriana Rossi

Nikita Rybak

Abril Sanchez-Rodriguez
Emiliana Sarmiento
Isabella Scaccino
Sophia Silva-O’Connell
Aria Tillman

Sarah Vargas

Maia Vergnais
Vivienne Xian

Elle Zukas

Sarasota Youth Opera
Preparatory Chorus

Natalia Alokeh
Gabriela Balmaceda
Valeria Balmaceda
Matias Calderon
Emily Dalton
Paloma Eyler

Mia Gemesi

Naomi Gonzalez
Lillian Huff

Albika Izmailova

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

Maryam Jibril
Delphine Kaplon
Dominic Parker

Grace Paver

Emma Reid-Christie
Vivienne Shakura
Rhema Joy Stahlmann
Elsie Stephens

Dora Yu

Angela Zhang

Rootabaga Country Orchestra

VIOLIN
ChungYon Hong, Concertmaster

VIOLA
Nathan Frantz

CELLO
Nadine Trudel

BASS
Gil S. Katz

FLUTE
Allison De Francesco

CLARINET
Bharat Chandra

BASSOON
Fernando Traba

TRUMPET
Ben Hauser

TROMBONE
Steven Osborne

HARP
Giuseppina Ciarla

PERCUSSION
Matthew Kibort

PIANO
Yihao Zhou




1301 MAIN 5T. - SARASQOTA, FL
WWW.MCCARVERMOSER.COM

941.387.8000
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Violin

Daniel Jordan, concertmaster

Christopher Takeda, associate concertmaster
Jennifer Best Takeda, assistant concertmaster

Michael Turkell, principal second

Meghan Jones, assistant principal second

Katherine Baloff
Felicia Brunelle

Anne Chandra

Hannah Cho

Marlena Chow Morgan
Carlann Evans
ChungYon Hong

Laura Jensen-Jennings
Leah Latorraca

Milene Rossato Moreira
Sean O'Neil

Shawna Trostw

Viola

Stephanie Block, principal

Nathan Frantz, acting assistant principal
Peter Ayuso

Audrey Naffe

Lewis Rosove

Yordan Tenev

Cello

Natalie Helm, principal

Christopher Schnell, assistant principal
Oleg Babkov

Troy Chang

Chizuko Matsusaka

Nadine Trudel

JIM

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

DouHe Bass

John Miller, principal
Samuel Dugo, assistant principal
John Price

Flute

Betsy Hudson Traba, principal
Carmen Newell Bannon

Piccolo
Allison DeFrancesco

Oboe

Bobby Nunes, principal
Nicholas P. Arbolino

Eng|is|1 Horn

Nicholas P. Arbolino

Clarinet

Bharat Chandra, principal
Daniel Parrette, assistant principal

Bass Clarinet

Calvin Falwell

Bassoon
Fernando Traba, principal
Matthew Matheny, assistant principal

HOI‘I‘I

Hugo Bliss, co-principal
Joshua Horne, co-principal
Shea Kells-Murphy

Andre Richter

The Musicians of the Sarasota Orchestra are proudly represented by
the American Federation of Musicians, Gulf Coast Local 427-721

Trumpet
Diana Lopez, principal
Benjamin Hauser, co-principal

Troml)one
Brad Williams, principal
Steven Osborne

Bass Troml)one
I. Marc Morgan

Tuba

Nate Seman, principal

Timpani
Yoko Kita, principal

Percussion

Marcelina Suchocka, principal
Jack Rutledge

Matt Kibort

Harp

Phoebe Powell, principal

Library

Katie Knox, principal
Paul Greitzer, assistant principal



At Wild Blue at Waterside, life revolves around
exceptional waterfront living, thoughtfully
designed homes, and an unmatched collection
of resort-inspired amenities.

The spectacular 30,000-square-foot waterfront
clubhouse serves as the heart of the community,
featuring indoor and outdoor dining, resort-style
pools, a state-of-the-art fitness center, golf
simulator, private theater, putting course,
and inviting social spaces. Just beyond,
Midway Sports Park offers tennis, pickleball,
basketball, dog parks, playgrounds, and an
active lifestyle for every member of the family.

Celebrating 25 years of excellence, family-
owned Stock Development continues its legacy
of exceptional communities, where buyers
can choose from a distinguished collection
of preferred builders.

Wi Bl

AT WATERSIDE

Residences from $1.5 million
Sales Center: 8396 Sea Glass Court,
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34240 | 941.313.3852
WildBluelwr.com

SDEVELOPMENT
A FOUNDATION 25 OF EXCELLENCE

years

@ ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT

e REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED
BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. ALL RENDERINGS AND PLANS ARE PROPOSED CONCEPTS SHOWN ONLY FOR MARKETING PURPOSES AND ARE
BASED ON THE DEVELOPER'S CURRENT PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN. DEVELOPER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY, REVISE OR WITHDRAW THE
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PLAN IN DEVELOPER'S SOLE DISCRETION WITHOUT NOTICE. NOTHING HEREIN OR IN ANY OTHER COMMUNICATION SHALL BE
DEEMED TO OBLIGATE THE DEVELOPER, OR ANY AFFILIATE OF DEVELOPER, TO CONSTRUCT THE PROJECT OR OFFER ANY OF THE PROJECT FOR SALE, AND
NOTHING HEREIN SHALL BE DEEMED A GUARANTY OF ANY KIND. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SALE OR SOLICITATION OF OFFERS 0 BUY.

Anchor Builders

AR Homes by Arthur Rutenberg

John Cannon Homes
Lee Wetherington Homes
Stock Luxury Homes

Stock Custom Homes




Support the Power of 0,%”/

Sarasofa Opera is excited to share the power of opera on our stage and throughout the community. We are known for
our high-quality productions, professional training and education programs for emerging artists, and a variety of unique
and engaging programs for young people —from Youth Opera choruses, summer camp, and productions, fo in-school,
interactive opera demonstrations. We ask you to consider a contribution toward our mission and vision, supporting our

work tfoday and on into the future.

PATRON TIER ($50-$5,999)

PATRON Tier donors can be STARS supporting general
operating costs or Youth Opera & Education Fund supporters.
Special donor benefits increase at each giving level.

Want to increase your benefits? You can give o both STAR
and Youth Opera. Cumulative giving can elevate your donor
level, unlocking additional benefits and exclusive behind-the-
scenes access.

Examples of PATRON tier benefits
Receive the Sarasota Opera newsletter, Libretto - $50+

Recognition in the season program books - $50+

Invitation to Coffee and Conversations, a behind-the-
scenes discussion - $150+

Access to a Winter Opera dress rehearsal - $250+

Discount to the Opera Club, private lounge located on the
2nd floor lobby - $1,250+

Guest pass to the private McCorkle Lounge located
on the 3rd floor lobby - $3,000+

Complimentary Valet Pass - $250

We now offer MONTHLY GIVING options! Monthly giving can
be any amount. For example, for $25 a month, you will receive
$300 Sustainer level benefits.

LEADERSHIP TIER ($6,000+)

LEADERSHIP Tier donors are Co-Producers and/or Youth
Opera & Education supporters.

A Leadership gift of $6,000 helps make exceptional opera
possible and provides you with an enriching experience as
a distinguished donor.

Leadership levels:

$6,000 as Co-Producer $24,000 as Quadruple
Co-Prod
$12,000 as Double rocucel
Co-Producer $30,000 as Season
Co-Producer
1 Tripl
$18,000 as Triple $100,000 as

Co-Producer
Production Sponsor

Leadership Tier benefits include all Patron Tier benefits
as well as...

Access to the private McCorkle Lounge for all Sarasota
Opera performances

Invitation to distinctive benefit events, such as The Onstage
Dinner and Opera Luncheon

Leadership Tier benefits include all Patron Tier benefits as
well as an insider look at the production creative process.

Photo recognition in the season program book(s)

Visit our website, call, or email for benefit details.

Sarasota Opera Association, Inc., a not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization, acknowledges contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE,
1-800-435-7352, WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER: CH429.

( J SARASOTAOPERA

WAYS TO GIVE

@ ONLINE:
www.sarasotaopera.org/support

CALL:
Sarasota Opera’s Development Office
at (941) 366-8450, Ext. 813

@ BY MAIL TO:
Sarasota Opera
Attn: Development Department

61 North Pineapple Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236




ALWAYS WITH HEART & MIND

Downtown Sarasota Lakewood Ranch @ WILLIAMS PARKER

941-366-4800 WilliamsParker.com ATTORNEYS AT LAW ¢ ESTABLISHED 1925




LEADERSH|P77M

Sarasota Opera is proud to celebrate its 68th season of producing impassioned opera performances for Sarasota audiences and
proudly recognizes Leadership Tier donors’ cumulative annual gifts of $6,000 or more in the following pages. Leadership supporters
make a significant investment in helping Sarasota Opera achieve its artistic goals through support of the Co-Producer program, Youth
Opera & Education Fund, Opera House Preservation, or a combination of different giving programs. We also recognize the number
of years they have supported Sarasota Opera at this level, as well as their gifts to special campaigns. To learn how you can support
Sarasota Opera, contact either Karen Misantone at Ext. 416 or kmisantone@sarasotaopera.org or Melissa Voigt at (941) 366-8450,
Ext. 581 or mvoigt@sarasotaopera.org. Cumulative gifts and pledges are reflected between January 1 and September 15, 2026. Gifts
and pledges received after this date will appear in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

Production Sponsor

JANETTE N. HOWARD (MRS. JOHN A.) 1 CLAUDIA MCCORKLE 24
Production Sponsor Production Sponsor

NOT PICTURED:

ANONYMOUS
Production Sponsor; Principal Artist Sponsor;
Apprentice Artist Sponsor

ANONYMOUS
Production Sponsor

ANONYMOUS
Production Sponsor

LARRY BUMGARNER, in loving memory
of Nourma Bumgarner 3
Production Sponsor

PAUL AND SHARON STEINWACHS 20
Production Sponsor; Artistic Achievement Fund;
Youth Opera & Education
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LEADERSHIP J/or

Season producer

KATHERINE BENOIT AND JOHN BROOKS 13
Season Producer; Apprentice Artist Sponsor;
Youth Opera & Education; Centennial Premium Sponsor

MURRAY BRING, In loving memory of Kay Delaney 19
Season Producer

EDIE AND DAVID CHAIFETZ 22
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education;
Centennial Premium Sponsor

LYNN BLACKLEDGE 19
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education; Artistic
Achievement Fund; Centennial Premium Sponsor

LES AND CAROL BRUALDI 24
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education;
Centennial Premium Sponsor

ANNE TERRY BRENNAN DAVIS 7
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education;
Centennial Premium Sponsor
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SYBLE DIGIROLAMO 19
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education

ROBERT AND ANNE ESSNER 16
Season Producer

1
=
THOMAS AND LINDA GARDEN 5
Season Producer; Apprentice Artist Sponsor;
Youth Opera & Education; Gala Platinum Sponsor;
Centennial Premium Sponsor
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LARRY AND CAROL ENGLISH 29
Season Producer

HANK AND MELINDA FOSTER 24
Season Producer; Apprentice Artist Sponsor;
Centennial Premium Sponsor

DOUG HOLDER FAMILY 15
Season Producer; Gala Platinum Sponsor;
Centennial Premium Sponsor




LEADERSHIP 7/2r

DR. FRANZ AND JOANNE HUMMERT 12
Season Producer

AUDREY ROBBINS AND HARRY LEOPOLD 26

Season Producer; Centennial Premium Sponsor

|/
ey L4

TOBY AND NOEL SIEGEL 12
Season Producer; Youth Opera & Education

KEITH F. NELSON AND JUDITH K. MARQUIS 5
Season Producer; Centennial Premium Sponsor

ARTHUR SICILIANO AND B. ALINE BLANCHARD 18

Season Producer; Centennial Premium Sponsor

JANET STERN SOLOMON AND LEWIS D. SOLOMON 8
Season Producer
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LEADERSHIP 7/2r

NOT PICTURED:

ROBERT* AND BETH AND
SALLY ARTHUR 13 MICHAEL HUBER 2
Season Producer; Season Producer:
Principal Arfist Sponsor; Youth Opera & Education

Apprentice Artist Sponsor

KULI FAMILY
PHILIP AND FOUNDATION 2
SUZANNE CONOVER 10 Season Producer
Season Producer
MARGARET ROMANES 19
MAX EISENBARTH TRUST 15 Season Producer;
Season Producer Youth Opera & Education

MATTHEW AND
MARIA GERSON 1
Season Producer

DON AND RACHAEL WORTHINGTON 26
Season Producer

Triple Co-Producer

SUMNER AND IRENE BAGBY 19
Hansel and Gretel, La Traviata, H.M.S. Pinafore Hansel and Gretel, H.M.S. Pinafore, Ariadne auf Naxos
Apprentice Artist Sponsor

GABRIEL AND VALERIE SCHMERGEL 22 RUSS WILTSHIRE, in loving memory of
Hansel and Gretel, Ariadne auf Naxos, Jenlifa Margarete Wiltshire 24
Hansel and Gretel, La traviata, H.M.S. Pinafore
SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026 Youth Opera & Education



LEADERSHIP 7/2r

JANICE BINI AND DEAN SCARBOROUGH 7
Hansel and Gretel, H.M.S. Pinafore
Apprentice Artist Sponsor

DAVID BIALOSKY AND CAROLYN CHRISTIAN 5 DR. ROBERT L. FOWLER AND SUSAN E. GILBERT 8
Hansel and Gretel, H.M.S. Pinafore Hansel and Gretel, La traviata
Youth Opera & Education

JOAN MATHEWS 15 BERNADINE RICHEY AND MICHAEL HAYS 2
Hansel and Gretel, La traviata Hansel and Gretel, ]enﬁfa
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LEADERSHIP 7/zr

NOT PICTURED:

JOE AND DEDE MALLOF 12

Hansel and Gretel, Jentfa

HELEN PANOYAN 11
Hansel and Gretel, La traviata

In Loving Memory of Thomas H. Wentz i
by JAMES . WHALEN 2
Hansel and Gretel, H.M.S. Pinafore
Youth Opera & Education

Single Co-Producer

MR. DAVID CHIVAS AND MR. RONALD RICE 1 SUE NEUMANN 3
Hansel and Gretel Hansel and Gretel
STAR Youth Opera; Centennial Premium Sponsor

Photo by New Orleans Opera Association
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8% HUMANE SOCIETY
‘0 OF SARASOTA COUNTY

TOGETHER
WE SAVE LIVES.

YEARS OF
LIFESAVING

[ % 8]

er L
| 1952-2027
| BE PART OF
the next
75 YEARS
|
‘ i
¥ ADOPT
2 ¥ FOSTER
, £ VOLUNTEER
f y : DONATE
\ '} [ "::” . JOIN US

COMPASSION ‘ COLLABORATION | COMMUNITY | EDUCATION ‘ HOPE

Humane Society of Sarasota County, 2331 15th St, Sarasota, FL 34237
T: 941-955-4131 E: info@hssc.org

HSSC.org

HSSC isiaiprivate, nonprofit 501(c)(3), no-kill organization focused on lifesaving programs for cats and dogs, made possible by community support.



LEADERSHIP 7/er

These generous Leadership donors who selected Winter Festival operas for their naming recognition will have their photo

in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

Quadrup|e Co-producer

Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation 12 ¢®
David Epstein and Tamara Jacobs 4 ¢ ¢Ps: GS
Angela and William Haines 4 <°
Dr Lynne B Harrison 2 %65
Mrs. Maija Kaufman, in loving memory
of Dr. Herbert Kaufman 15"
Ellen V. Piers Fund of Community Foundation
of Sarasota County 13 ¢°
Mrs. Margaret Renner, in memory
of Ernst Renner 11 CPiAS

Triple Co-Producer

Rocco and Elizabeth Aversa 7 % Y0

Dr. Carl A. Batlin and Susan Hinko 5 ¢°

Forrest S. Crawford, in loving memory of
Sally H. Foote 17 CF:AR:YO

Dr. Carmen Hampl & Dr. Bernhard Hampl 3 <°

Rose Marie Proietti 11 ¢ GS

Janis and Hobart Swan 117 CP:ARYO

Robert and Camille Thinnes 7 % Y0

DouHe CO' producer

Anonymous Y0
Stan and Alma Abshier 25 Y0
Peggy Allen and Steven Dixon 11 <Y
Ron and Barb Archbold 13 Y0
Ms. Leslee Belluchie and Mr. Michael Davis 7 €% ¢S
Jadwiga Brown, in Celebration of
Donald Brown 4 <P ME
Bonnie and William Chapman 15 % ¢Ps
Even T. and Malama Collinsworth Fund of
Community Foundation of Sarasota County 16 <°
Frances D. Fergusson and John Bradbury 74 Y0
William C. and Joyce K. Fletcher 8 €Fi4S
Herman and Sharon Frankel 17
Paul and Marilyn R. Frederick 12 <°
Mike and Mary Glynn 4 <
Felicia and Andrew Hall 8 < Y0
Alastair Hunter-Henderson and Noralyn Marshall 4 Y©
Arnold Kaplan, in loving memory of Deanne Kaplan
13 CP; GS
Ruth B. Kreindler 22 <°
Live for a Living 3 AF:STARYO

James and Lorna Mack 5 ¢°

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

James and Ann Magee 17 <°

Martin Martel and Bonny F. Heet 19 ¢
Amy McGowan 5 <P ¢Ps

Martha Murphy 22 <°

Patrick and Kim Nettles 15 <°

Ingrid Nutter 3 P STAR

Angela and Richard Salezze 1 %Y
Mary S. Riebold 718 <*

Jacqueline E. Schafer 3 ¢

Dr. Peter and Louise Shimkin 17 <°
Amanda and Dick Smoot 7 <

Dr. Amanda Sozer 1 Y°

Stefan Family Charitable Fund 2 €%:4S
Joe and Nora Stephan 27 <°

John Suhre and Carla Koeffler 13 ¢
Carolyn and Arnold Tillman 2 <%Y°

Bill and Rebecca Tompkins 21 €7 Y0
John G. and Anna Maria Troiano Foundation, Inc. 26 ¢°
Elton and Gordie White 18

Single Co-Producer

Anonymous (4) <
Col. Jim Ainslie and Maureen Ranft 2 % Y0
Chuck Angulo 7 FiSTAR: YO
James Richard Asadourian, in memoriam 4 <°
Adele Fleet Bacow and Lawrence S. Bacow 2 ¢°
Mr. Jeffrey Bain and Rabbi Anat Moskowitz 3 ST Y0
Ruth A. Barker 8 ¢°
Loretta and Tom Beaumont 3 ¢°
Rob and Cindy Bernardin 2 °
Duncan and Susan Brown 3 ©%Y0
Richard Brady Brualdi 1 Y°©
Mark and Ruth Brus 5 %Y°
James and Eileen Buzzard 4 ¢°
Darlene J. and Richard P. Carroll 3 ¢°
James and Lois Champy 5 ¢°
Dr. Octavio and Mrs. Nela Choy 70 <°
Lou and Marianne Cohen 9 ©°
Jonathan Strickland Coleman
and Rick Kerby 21
Karl Copas 1 <
Robert Crandall and
Barbara Bankoff 2 <°
Neil and Sandra DeFeo 8 <°
Peter Ferentinos and
Kathlen L. Knight 1 <°
Gerald H. Fickenscher
and Wendy Babb 6 % Y0: 6$
Sarajane Fondiller 2 <*
Arthur and Martha Foreman 1 ¢°



Aviva and Dean Friedman 1 ¢°
Flora Garsten, in loving memory of
her husband, Irwin Garsten 8 ¢
Tom and Sue Ghezzi 1 ¢°
Tom and Libbie Glembocki 3 % Af: Y0
David and Patricia Goldrich 7 ¢°
Fr. Jeffrey L. Hamblin, M.D. 8 <°
Huisking Foundation 1 <?
Dr. Deborah E. Jessiman and
Mr. Alistair Jessiman 1 ¢°
Richard S. Johnson 16 ¢°
Elaine Keating, in loving memory
of Sidney Katz 14 <°
Pat and Ann Kenny 7 <°
Alan Kesten 9 ¢°
Richard and Grace Kiltie 7 ¢°
Marlene Kitchell 7 <¢
Andrew Kotsatos and Heather Parsons
1 cpP
Dr. Joseph and Carol Kreit 9 <°
Peter and Melody Kretzmer 8 <% Y°
Joe and Pam LoDato 5 ¢°
Susan and Arthur Luger 2 <°
Gerda Maceikonis 3 ©°
Shelley and Brian Maher 7 <°

LEADERSHIP 7/2r

Drs. Louis and
Rosanne Martorella 12 <:Y0
Stephania and James McClennen 5 <°
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard A. McCue, Ill 9 <°
Lydia and Patrick McKenzie 12 <°
Elizabeth Moore 5 °
Zackulyn Lee Philpit, in loving memory
of Matthew Bricker Philpit 2 <°
Andra and Irwin Press 3 <°
Bill and Anne Robson 2 <°
Esther Rose, in loving memory of
Rabbi Herbert Rose 18 <°
Martin and Beverly Rosenberg 71 <*
Michael and Maureen Ruettgers 12 <
Steve Sabato 3 AF
Gail and Skip Sack 17 <°
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Sanzo 4 <°
Col. and Mrs. Ralph G. Scheffert 10 <
Jeri Sedlar and Rick Miners 7 <7:Y0
Milton and Margaret Sheridan 7<°
Arnold J. Simonsen Family
Charitable Foundation 6 <
Dr. Marsha Kindall-Smith and
Dr. Hugh Smith 8 Y0
Garry and Sharon Snook 3 </

Zona Spray Starks 7 ¢F:Y°

Thomas and Maureen Steiner 9 ¢

Jacob E. and Linda C. Stone 2 ¢%Y°

Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation 6 <*

Ky Thompson and Marge Melun 6 <

Michal and Jim Wadsworth 14 <°

Eve and Michael Williams-Jones 10 ©°

Lewis and Susan Winarsky, in honor of
Barb and Ron Archbold 4 <°

Dr. Richard Wires 22 ¢F:Y0

Ellen and Peter Zane 1 ¢°

Areas of Support Key

CP: Co-Producer

AS: Apprentice Artist Sponsor

AF: Artistic Achievement Fund

YO: Youth Opera & Education

GS: Gala Platinum Sponsor

ME: Mini-Event Host

OL: Opera Lovers Trip

CPS: Centennial Premium Sponsor

Warning: May Cause Extreme
Compliments!

15,000 sq. ft. of curaled fashion, funky
furniture, bold jewelry, and original art - all
for a cause. We support the arts, cut down.on
wasle, and give back to the community

with every purchase.

A CONSIGNMENT STORE
LIKE NO OTHER
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DANIIL TRIFONOV
Tues, Dec 1, 2026, 7:30 pm
Sarasota Opera House

08 4| CHANTICLEER

VIOLINIST MIDORI
WITH FESTIVAL

STRINGS LUCERNE
Sun, Feb 28, 2027, 2 pm
Van Wezel

§ HOLIDAY CONCERT

Wed, Dec 2, 2026, 7:30 pm

i Sarasota Opera House

TAKACS QUARTET
Jeremy Denk, piano

Sat, Jan 16, 2027, 7:30 pm
Riverview Performing
Arts Center

WINTER SEASON

PIANIST ARISTO SHAM
Wed, Feb 3, 2027, 7:30 pm
Riverview Performing

| Arts Center

ORPHEUS CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA

Isata Kanneh-Mason, piano
Mon, Feb 15, 2027, 7:30 pm
Van Wezel

THE CLEVELAND {
ORCHESTRA

¥ Semyon Bychkov, conductor

Alexandre Kantorow, piano
Sun, March 14, 2027, 2 pm
Van Wezel

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE

AILING

BN MM & o LT FONT
a §

| ‘h:-;t -

as much as 50% off single tickets

florida
studio

theatre

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

941.366.9000 | FLORIDASTUDIOTHEATRE.ORG DOWNTOWN SARASOTA




@ ART TOWALK ON INC, %
FIN% ‘?ﬁ EﬁA:{ﬁAhPEﬁs EsT. 1988

=

TRADITIONAL | TRANSITIONAL | CONTEMPORARY

(44 .
xeeptional carpets for those
who refuse to compromise’
16 SOUTH PALM AVE (941) 951 -5454

Downtown Sarasota arttowalkon.com



PATRON 7/er

Patron Tier donors are recognized in the following pages for their giving as STAR or Youth Opera & Education contributors. STARs
of Sarasota Opera support the company's vision to produce opera true to the vision of the composer as well as our education and
community engagement activities. For more than six decades, this community of supporters has raised its voice for world-class
opera in Sarasota, and we gratefully acknowledge the contribution of each contributor. To learn more about becoming a STAR
donor, contact Patron Giving Manager Brenda Tamm at (941) 366-8450, Ext. 250 or btamm@sarasotaopera.org. Gifts are current as

of August 15, 2026. Gifts received after this date will be recognized in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

Benefactors ($3,000 - $5,999)
Anonymous
Charles Albers and Julie Planck

Mr. Jeffrey Bain and Rabbi Anat Moskowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick A. Bastien

Mr. Fred W. Camp

Mr. Robert Cook

Josephine Franz and Russ Gill

Mrs. Maia Hopper

Dr.M.S.W. Lee

Live For A Living

Regina and Thomas Mann

Mr. and Mrs. Jim McAlpine

Nicole Overdiek

Peter and Tova Phillipes

Anita Pihl, in loving memory
of Gregory Hetter

Arthur Weldon

Drs. Anna and Janusz Wolaniuk

Chip and Jean Wood

Sandra and Gary Yakes

Mr. Stanley Zielinski

Ambassador ($2,000 - $2,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brand
Janice and Tom Burne
Mr. Jeremy Caplin
Dr. Gabriel R. and Mrs. Amy Cipau
Nelson and Lilia Co
Ms. Jill Considine
Mr. Michael J. Delich and
Ms. Denise Holter
Kathleen and Paul DeVita
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Gallick
Fred and Charleen Gorbet
Joseph and Margaret Heery
Drs. Susan and Walter Jay
Dr. and Mrs. Mark S. Kauffman
Mary L. Kenzie Foundation
Lynn Lefebvre
Barbara Penney and Tom Linnell
Mary Lou Loughlin
Jamie and Meg McLane
Mrs. Della Rae Moore
Charles and Linda Naftalin
Barbara Noah
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Oberlander
David and Lucinda Pollack
Mrs. Barbara C. Raphael and
Mrs. Helene Demers
Mr. Andrew Salgado
Mr. and Mrs. Reinhard Schwartz

54

STARS

Terry Shea and Seigo Nakao

Mr. Jamie Stewart

Carol Von Allmen, in memory
of Frank Von Allmen

Ann C. Weingartner

Regeni: ($1,250 - $1,999)
Kathryn Alyson
Mr. and Mrs. David Arch
Mr. Glen Behrendt and
Ms. Lenore Shapiro
Marc Behrendt, in memory of
Everett Behrendt
Martha and James Chadwick
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Crootof
Mr. Michael Dotsey
Leon R. and Margaret M. Ellin
Mrs. Joan Endrizzi
Isa Engleberg and Allan Kennedy
Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Frank
Dr. Kofi Glover
Roz Goldberg
Harris and Sharon Goldenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Hanford Gross
Karen and Werner Gundersheimer
Mr. Charles H. Hamilton and
Ms. Miriam Lockhart
Mr. and Mrs. Jay P. Hartig
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. lovanna
Alan and Eleanor Israel
Jane and John Krayesky
Mary and Barry Lazarus
Mrs. Joanne Olian
Jim and Debbie Reda
Sue Rupp and Josh Ingojo
Dr. Gloria A. Schranz
Mr. and Mrs. John Suhler
Laurie and Rick Waller
Corinne and Morton Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wegman
Jeanne C. Yeagle,
in memory of David Luce
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Zimbler

Associate (5600 - $1,249)
Joseph and Daria Adajian
Mrs. C. William Baisley
Dee and Mike Bennett
Joseph and Sylvia Bloom Fund
of Community Foundation
of Sarasota County
Paul C. Bosland and Gaye Howard
Irwin and Sybil Broh

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

Mr. and Mrs. Aref Bsisu
Mr. Barry Cohen and Ms. Diana Smith
Dr. William A. Colom, MD and

Atty. Lorraine D. Eckert
George and Kathy Dambach
David E. Derr, in loving memory

of Louise Derr
Mrs. Linelle Dickinson
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Domber
Dr. and Mrs. Lee E. Edstrom
Douglas W. Endicott
Dr. Phyllis J. Faw
Alex and Eija Friedlander
Lawrence Fullerton and Maple Cervo
Martha and Tom Galek
Paree Gardner
Jennifer and Larry Goichman
Mrs. Alice B. Gorman
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Greenbhill
Richard Guenther and Ward Rinehart
Hanno and Bettina Holm
Ms. Lisa L. Huertas
Elizabeth M. Johnston
D. Anthony Jones

Ms. Patricia Kennelly and Mr. Edward Keon, Jr

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Krambeck
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew MacBeth
Margaret L. Maguire
Wesley G. McCain, Noreene Storrie &
Malcolm W. S. McCain Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGuire
Gary and Gloria McKinley
J. Mel McKinley and Linda McKinley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morra
Dale and Cyndi Nelson
Thomas Nixon and Dan Sherbo
Jim and Alice Noone
Mr. William W. Patterson
Virginia and Stuart Peltz
Hilde Pfurtscheller
David and Patricia Porter
Mr. Nigel Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roney
Vinod and Judith Gail Sahney
Dr. Henry S. Sauls
Dr. Thomas Schmidlin
Mr. Robert Schoendorf
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Scholler
Mr. Richard Schworm,
in memory of Julie Schworm
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Shagrin
Ms. Valerie Shah
Ms. Stephanie Sonnabend
Sharon and Beau Louis St. Clair



Mr. and Mrs. Greg Stikeleather
Mr. Leonard Tavormina
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Westby

Advocate (5350 - $599)

Anonymous

Tom Adams and Lynne Cahill

Mrs. Sue Ellen Addicott

Robert C. Anderson

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Arensman

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Axelrod

Dr. Miguel F. Beltre

June and Stewart Beyer

Robert and Lorynne Cahn Family Fund
of Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

Michael and Carol Clark

John and Lynne Collins

Cornelia Cook

Mr. Louis De Francesco

Carol Der Garry

Mr. Raymond Dispoto, in loving memory
of Dr. Jack G. Hutton, Jr.

Dr. Jan Stefan J. Donsbach

Mr. Thomas A. Esposito

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Feldman

Mr. George Fender

Patricia Golemme

Ms. Susan Gordon

Mary Groninger, in loving memory
of Mike Groninger

Joel Herman and Milt Sleeter,
in honor of Howard Kaplan & John Tully

James Hindman

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hocherman

Rosalind Hopp

Dr. Bruce Jackson, in memory of
Rosalind Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Johanns

Mr. and Mrs. Fraser Johnson

Jeanne and Stan Kagin

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Kennedy

Maria Kirlangitis, in loving memory of
V. Rev. Fr. Frank Kirlangitis

Diane and Barry Kirschenbaum

Angela Helfter Korsmo

Bruce Kurtz

Fr. Frank B. Lenz

Dr. John Mahoney

Ms. Marina Markantonatos, in memory
of Antony Markantonatos

John Markham Fund of
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

Lou and Carolou Marquet

Mr. and Mrs. Jack McNamee

Ronda Montminy, in loving memory
of Arnold Simonsen

Dr. and Mrs. John Nelson

Paul and Mary Neuhauser

Jeff and Janice Newman

Helene and Gene Noble
Testamentary Fund

Sally Peterson

C. Louis Putallaz

STARS

Dr. and Mrs. Victor Rendano
Stanley and Laurel Rothbardt
John and Lydia Russo
Larry Sage
Mrs. Barbara Schwartz and
Mr. Jerry Flum
Ms. Sharon |. Schwartz
Jan and Elliot Silverman
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Sommerhalter
Drs. Robert and Mary Helen Spear
Dr. Martin Tucker
Mrs. Ann Walborn
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Watson
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Weiner
Jane Woods
Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome Zackin

Sustainer ($250 - $349)
Anonymous
Ms. Cecile Adams
Mrs. Laurel M. Akhund
Ms. Margaret Alfano
Marvin Bielawski
Dr. James A. Brown and
Ms. Barbara A. Boykin
Mrs. Aracelis Contarini
Patricia Dal Cortivo
Jayne Dietsch and
Marvin Kowalewski, Ph.D
Patricia Dodge and Jack Landgrebe
Timothy and Catharine Gaylard
Susan Girese, in memory of
Anthony Girese
Dr. Linda Hotchkiss
Mr. Oliver Janney
Mr. Ron D. Johnson and
Dr. Nancy Fogg-Johnson
Rob and Sharon Knapp
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Koontz
Bonney and Len Libman
Mr. Armando Linde and Mrs. Felicity Maroney
Matt and Denise Merritt
Mr. Clifford Morin
Sharon and Andrew Nickol
Dr. Marc Pohl and Carol Pohl
CJ Robison and Chris Holder
Mr. Gary Rose
Barry Safir
Drs. Lucy and Philip Sandler
Shannon Santora, in memory of
Roger D. Santora
Mr. Gary S. Schieneman and
Ms. Susan B. Fisher
Sue Shepard
Dr. Marc A. Silberbusch
David and Carole Silverman
Judith Stelian
Kevin and Melissa Voigt
Ms. Alicia Wickliffe and
Mr. Vincent J. Zappacosta

Sponsor ($150 - $249)

Anonymous

Dr. Graziella Abu-Jawdeh and
Mr. William Frezza

Mr. Ray Alba and Mrs. Miriam Rullan-Alba

Edward P. Andershock

Mr. Burton Benjamin

Ms. Linda Bentley

Myrna Block, in memory of Andre Block

Mr. Alfred G. Brown

Dwight W. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Case

Gerald Cohen

Designing Women Grant Program

Melodie Dickerson

Leon and Linda Gottlieb

Ms. Linda Greene

Dr. Thomas N. Guffin, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. James Halikas

Mr. Mark Hatfield

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hoey

Mrs. Christiane Hostler

Mr. David R. Hoyt

Lawrence and Kathryn Hurvitz

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Kolschowsky

Ms. Kathryn Konrad and Mr. Mark N. Griesbach

Mrs. Deborah Kostroun, in memory of
Robert Kostroun

Mr. David Kuhn

Fausto Lazo MD

Ms. Beverley J. Lorie

Tom Macku and Ann Krause

John and Barbara Marzec

Ellen and Henry Mason

Mr. and Mrs. Donald McLagan

Mrs. Roberta L. Miller

Ms. Kathleen Pickering

Dr. Lee Pollan

Muriel E. B. Quinn

Jacqueline Robinov

Kathy Romanella

Jim Rooney and Sue McFarlan

Lois A. Schaper

Mr. David S. Sedney

Edward and Dorothy Segowski

Ms. Sally Sentner

Ms. Jeanne Shoemaker

Dr. Bogdana Tchakarova, in memory of
Ivanka Tchakarova

Ms. Janet Tolbert

Wallace E. Turner

Kathleen Hubbs Ulman

Stephanie Arthur and Michael Vlaisavljevich

Mark and Marilyn Watkins

Sharrene and Richard Wheeler

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Williams

Mr. Henry Yarhi

Supporl:er ($50 - $149)
Anonymous

Drs. Mark and Helen Abramowicz
Dr. Michal Adamczyk

Mr. and Mrs. James Albertini
Dr. George S. Alexopoulos

Mr. Michael Alpert

Mr. Alan Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent D. Andrus
Karin Ash and William Huling
Mrs. Victoria Atkins
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Ms. Nancy Anna Baird
Ms. Roberta B. Banan
Barbara Benjamin and
Stephen Blumenthal
David Bennett
Mr. Benjamin Berman
Mrs. Tina K. Biter
Mr. Gerard R. Blais
Louis and Catherine Bland
Mr. Mitchell Blatt and
Ms. Michele Lepsche
Ms. Sarah Blizzard
Mr. and Mrs. James Bodycomb
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Bommer
Ms. Diane Bourlier
Ms. Leanna L. Breese and
Mr. Carl Vance
Dr. Edwin Breitenbach
Diana S. Britton
Mr. David Brown and
Ms. Nina Glasgow
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brumbaugh
Jayne G. Cacciapuoti
Ms. Deirdre Carleton
Mrs. Elana Carnes
Ms. Lea Carter
Joanne Cashetto
Mr. Stewart Chapman
Patricia Clark
Friar Vincent L. Clemente
Ms. Kathryn Colombat
Mr. Robert Cook
James and Jennifer Cooke
Aileen Cornbleet
Ms. Susan Crawford
Mrs. Irene Cuny

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. D'Avella, Jr.

Stacy de Cardenas

Ms. Elizabeth Deane
Mr. John W. Delaney
Mr. Charles Denault
Mr. John Dickie

Tom and Janice Donan
Marilyn Dorn

Hansel & Gretel 2010

STARS

Mr. James Doucette

Mr. Marc Engelhart

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Epstein

Ms. Kerri A. Ervin

Marian V. Erwin

Mrs. Amelia D. Farley

Ms. Anne Findeisen

June and Bernard Fineman

Sandy Fink

Ms. Millicent Finkel

Ms. Jacquelyn Finn

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Fischl

Vicki Fitzgerald

Al and Shirley Fortune

Ralph and Nancy Friedland

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Glass

Ms. Peggy Gluck

Dr. Jane and Mr. Steve Goldner

Mr. and Ms. Joseph Gorsha

Mrs. Rebecca Greathouse

Mr. Richard Greenthal and
Mr. Joel G. Fink

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Griffin

Mrs. Sonya R. Grodberg

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Herzfelder

Ms. Diana S. Hollar

Ms. Heather Holst-Knudsen

Hal and Joyce Hothan

Ms. Thomasina Houston

Philip H Hubbell

Mrs. Gill Ingman

Mr. Gabriel Jiva

Ms. Sara A. Jones

Ms. Valerie R. Judkins

Ms. Carole Kakos

Ms. Patricia Kelmar

Ms. Mary E. Kennedy

Mr. Charles Kerr and
Ms. Gudrun J. Rice

Jim Kihm and Sallie Feldman

Mr. Thomas Kilburn

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Klein

Ms. Carole Kleinberg

Mr. Dennis M. Kovach and
Mr. David C. Logan

Camille A. Kramer

Mr. Norman Krasne

Mr. Sergei A. Kravets

Ms. Irene Kumbar

Dr. James E. Labes MD

Byron Lamm

Ms. Lois R. Lewis

Mrs. Mary S. Lewis

Richard Mace

Mr. Rene E. Machado

Ms. Amy L. Mancini

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mazzucca

Mrs. Denise McLaughlin

Mr. Richard Meade

R. M. Meeker

Carolyn Montgomery

Harriet Mosson

Mr. William Muhr

Hester P Mulak

David and Elaine Murray

Linea Murray

Carole Myles

Stuart and Janet Nagourney

Dr. Philip S. Nash
Lovella L. Naylor
Lester Neely
Alexander Nichols
Ms. Jean Ogilvie
Mr. and Mrs. John Payak IlI
Mrs. Larisa Petty
Mrs. Lynn Peyer
Francis H. Phillips
Mr. Robert Pondolfi
Mr. Antonio Prado
Mr. Ronald Primeau
Mr. Jeffrey Rappin
Sandy and Edward Rich
Ms. Patricia Risse
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Rives
Charles and Noel Robinson
Mrs. Rebecca A. Romich
Mr. Jeffrey Ryder
Van Sanders
Ms. Odile Sarti
Mr. Bernard Schaeffer
Herbert and Brenda Schimmel
Rodney Schlaffman
Mr. Jonathan Schneider
Ms. Lauren Schroeter
Ms. Deirdre Schueppert
Janet Schuster
Mr. Arthur Segel
Mr. Angel Serrano
Mr. Dmitry Shtark
Mr. and Mrs. Boris Silversteyn
Charles and Faith Simmons
Mr. David L. Smith and
Mr. Carlton Johnson
Mr. Perry Soderburg
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Somach
Dr. and Mrs. J. Robert Spencer
Ms. Sharon Staine
Dr. Stephen S. Stambler
Irene Stankevics
Mr. Gregory Stead
Ms. Nancy Stevenson
Jeff Sullivan
Lesley Svenson
Dr. Kimberly Swanson and
Dan Franks
Mr. Michael Sweet and
Mr. Leonard Zwilling
Joe and Pat Tortoretti
Mr. David Trent
Jeffrey M. Trinklein
Mr. Carl Tursi and Mrs. Jennifer Javier
Ms. Barbara Van Geyzel
Ms. Cheryl D. Van Messel and
Mr. Charles E. Bross
Mr. David Vastola
Ms. Judith A. Wade
Ms. Virginia Wester
Gerald Wilemski
Matthew Wilkins
Ms. Cathy A. Wilson
Mr. Anthony Winer and
Mr. Paul Settle
Mr. Edgar S. Worster
Celia Young
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GIVING CHALLENGE Aoknowledgments

We gratefully acknowledge these individuals who supported Sarasota Opera during The Giving Challenge in April 2026. Hosted by
Community Foundation of Sarasota County with giving strengthened by The Patterson Foundation, our community came together
with extraordinary generosity. This year our Giving Challenge "Be the One: Voices United" campaign brought Sarasota Opera and the
Neuro Challenge Foundation for Parkinson's together in a meaningful partnership, proving that music and mission have the ultimate
power to amplify hope and healing.

Anonymous (31)
Anonymous,
In memory of Aaron Brill and
Debbie Kaufman, We miss both
of you!
Stan and Alma Abshier
Patricia Albertini
Nanette Almeter, in honor of
Bill Witzgall, Joey and
Jeanne, Marcia
Edward Andershock
Barbara and Ron Archbold
Shari Ashman
Rocco and Elizabeth Aversa,
in honor of
Maestro Victor DeRenzi
Ruth Bader, in honor of
Primo Bader
Sumner and Irene Bagby,
in memory of Betsy Bagby
Ms. Katherine Benoit and
Mr. John Brooks
Charles Berardesco
and Jeff Thurston
John and Stacy Berteau
Jerry and Helga Bilik
Lynn Blackledge
Paul Blankman
Cookie Bloom
Patricia and Richard Brey
Bobbie and Dave Brooke
Jadwiga Brown
Brad Bryan
Susan Catlette
Mr. David Chivas and
Mr. Ronald Rice
Jacqueline Cochran
Sara Cohen
David Cohen and Mary Volk
Jack Conely, in memory of
Eduard Gfeller
Fred Crane
Carole Crosby
Cornelius De Lorenzo
Sharon and Steve Dickman
Linda DiGabriele
Laurie Doherty
Sheri E. Simon
Elizabeth Edwards
Daniel Elrod and Matthew Glover
Jane Epstein
Frances D. Fergusson
Sandy Fink
John Finkbohner
John Fischer
Bob and Karen Fountain
Paul and Marilyn R. Frederick
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Gallick

Lynda and Marvin Geller

Morgan Gerhart

Rita Giovanucci

Judith Glynn

Patricia Golemme

Mark and Alice Golub,
in memory of Hilde
and Franz Frankl

Nancy L. Gorsha

Ellen Greenberger

Paula Griffin

Sonya Grodberg

Toby Guinn and
Jonathan Courtemanche,
in honor of Victor DeRenzi
and Stephanie Sundine

Karen Gundersheimer

John and Teresa H. Haddock

Carol Hagglund

Fr. Jeffrey Hamblin MD

Sandra Hammer

Earl and Phyllis Hannum

Michael Hassan

Michael and Barbara Heidt

Paul Hollowell

Elizabeth Hooper

Alastair Hunter-Henderson
and Noralyn Marshall

Nancy Isaacson

Robin and Michael Jacks

Johnson Singer
Arts Education Fund

Ben and Erin Jones

Dan and Cy Jordan, in honor of
Victor DeRenzi's 44 years of
making music as Artistic Director

Donna Kaplan

Suzanne Keen, in honor of
Cleveland Opera for my
wonderful years of
performing there

Mary Kennedy

Patrick and Ann Kenny

Evelyn Kenvin

Shirley Kerns, in memory of
Steve Blackledge

Young Bok Kim, in honor of
Maestro DeRenzi,
Bow and Hugs with respect

Holly Kim

Kiran and Bill Kimbell

Gail Klein

Jonathan Kolb and
Julie Martin-Kolb

Peter and Melody Kretzmer

A.G. Lafley and Diana Shaheen

Earl Lamb

Aron Lamerson
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Jeanne Langsdorf

Dream Large

Ellen McVickar Layman

Julie Leach

Terry and Bill Leland

Barry Levinson

Randy and Melanie Lindsay-

Brisbin

Dorothy Lutter

Christina I. Maksoud

Joe and Dede Mallof

Gloria Markiewicz

Drs. Louis and Rosanne Martorella

Jeffrey Marvin, in memory of
Judith Marvin

Henry Mason

John C. Mayer

Jane McCormack

Joy Mclintyre

Todd Mechtensimer

The Misantone Family

Eric Mohner

Joe Montalbano and Rob Caldwall

Kathie A. Moon

Thomas Mueller

Lovella Naylor

Dave Newman

Patrick and Mercedes Nicosia

Karen I. Olson

Katherine and Gregory Orenic

Barry Oshry

Juergen Osmers

Michael Pasquini, in honor of
Angelo and Patricia Pasquini,
to 20 seasons!

Linda Ann Patriarca

Sally Peterson

Pater and Tova Phillipes

Charles Albers and Julie Planck

Lynda and Greg Wright

Rick and Nancy Power

Phyllis Prager

Tressa Presley McLeod
and Brandon McLeod, in honor
of Dr. Rosanne Martorella

Barbara Price, in memory of
Alice and Edwin Price

Maureen Ranft

Sandy and Edward Rich

Rebecca J. Roberts, in memory of
David M. Roberts

Bill and Anne Robson

Sharon Rolle

Raymond A. Rosenfeld
and Janelle L. McCammon

Sue Rupp and Josh Ingojo

Richard Russell
and Cynthia Bydlinski

Lawrence Sage
Van and Jim Sanders
Anne Scarbrough
Gail Schaeffer
Jacqueline E. Schafer
Barron and Patty Schimberg
Judith Schwartzbaum
Doug and Hilory Seaton
Diana Shaheen
Kathryn Sheck
Arthur Siciliano and

B. Aline Blanchard
Robert and Linda Smith
Janet Stern Solomon

and Lewis Solomon
Dr. Stephen S. Stambler
Tom and Amy Stanczyk
Steinwachs Family Foundation
Paul and Sharon Steinwachs
J. Alvin Stout
Roger Stover
Midge and Josh Stulberg
Lesley Svenson
Michael Sweet
Gary W. Sweetman
Richard Swithers
Louis Talarico
Brenda Tamm
Sue Tharp
Deb and Jim Thurlow
Kim Tran
Jeff and Kathleen Troiano
Helen Vetter
Kevin and Melissa Voigt
Michal and Jim Wadsworth
Fraya Wagner-Marsh
Ann Walborn
Michelle Walker

and Matthew Gillespie
Laurie and Rick Waller
Paul and Joe Weiner
Jennifer Weinstein
Joshua Weinstein
Susan Whitcomb
Roisin White
Roy and Diane Williamson
Willis Smith Construction
Cathy Wilson
Terry Wohl
Alexander Wood
Jayne and Charlie Woodruff
Jane Woods
Jeanette Young
Stanley Zielinski
John and Sharon Zimmerman
Sharon Zimmerman

GIVING CHALLENGE



Youlh (Jpern & EDUCATION FUND

Contributors to the Youth Opera & Education Fund sustain one of the nation's most comprehensive youth opera programs, providing
exceptional music education and performance opportunities for students ages 8 to 18 from Sarasota and surrounding communities.
Their generosity also supports a wide range of education initiatives that bring public, private, and home-schooled students to the
Opera House and take opera directly into schools through engaging performances and outreach programs. Through their support,
Sarasota Opera continues to expand access to the arts, enriching lives through community concerts, school partnerships, and meaningful
cultural experiences throughout the region. If you would like more information about supporting the Youth Opera & Education Fund,
contact Brenda Tamm at (941) 366-8450 Ext. 250 or btamm@sarasotaopera.org, or visit SarasotaOpera.org/YouthOperaEducationFund.
Thank you to these contributors for supporting our mission to inspire a life-long love of opera in our community! Gifts and pledges
are current as of August 15, 2026. Gifts received after this date will be recognized in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

Champion ($12,000+)
Les and Carol Brualdi,
Les and Carol Brualdi

Summer Camp Scholarship Fund

Thomas and Linda Garden
Beth and Michael Huber
Alastair Hunter-Henderson

and Noralyn Marshall
Dr. Amanda Sozer

Leader ($6,000 - $11,999)

Anonymous (2)

Stan and Alma Abshier

Lynn Blackledge

Anne Terry Brennan Davis

Richard Brady Brualdi

Joe and Dede Mallof

Paul and Sharon Steinwachs

In loving memory of
Thomas H. Wentz, 11l by
James J. Whalen

Benefactor (3,000 - $5999)
Anonymous
Rocco and Elizabeth Aversa
Mr. Jeffrey Bain and Rabbi
Anat Moskowitz
Katherine Benoit and John Brooks
Edie and David Chaifetz
Dennis Sherwin Memorial
DCO Charitable Fund
Dr. Robert L. Fowler and
Susan E. Gilbert
Fredricka Taubitz and
Dennis Mtn. Griffin
Live For A Living
John Suhre and Carla Koeffler
Charles O. Wood lll and
Miriam M. Wood Foundation

Ambassaclor ($2,000 - $2,999)

Anonymous
Col. Jim Ainslie and
Maureen Ranft
Forrest S. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Constantine Giviskos
Felicia and Andrew Hall
Rosemary lversen, in loving
memory of Alfred Iversen

Mr. Manny Jimenez

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Maher

Preti Family Fund of
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

Russ Wiltshire, in loving memory
of Margarete Wiltshire

Regenl: ($1,250 - $1,999)

Dr Lynne B Harrison

Dr. Joseph and Esther Landin
Memorial Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rossi

Janis and Hobart Swan

Associate (5600 - $1,249)
Anonymous (2)
Ms. Sandra Abeltins
Peggy Allen and Steve Dixon
Sumner and Irene Bagby
David Bialosky and
Carolyn Christian
Mr. Marek Borowski and
Ms. Leigh Braude Borowski
Mark and Ruth Brus
Diana Clagett
Norman and Diane Cohen
Neil and Sandra DeFeo
Syble DiGirolamo
Melva M. Eidelberg
Larry and Carol English
Frances D. Fergusson
Gerald H. Fickenscher and
Wendy Babb
Patricia Golemme
Mr. Walter Gotsch
Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society
Deborah Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Jones
Lenora Jost
Ms. Deborah R. Kalb
Dr. Marsha Kindall-Smith and
Dr. Hugh Smith
Martin Martel and Bonny F. Heet
Mr. John C. Mayer and
Ms. Jeanne Hutchison
Lydia and Patrick McKenzie
Mr. Kevin Mitchell and
Mrs. Pamela Blow-Mitchell
Sue Neumann

Barbara Noah

Ms. Rosemary Reinhardt

Mrs. Pamela Ryba

Toby and Noel Siegel

Zona Spray Starks

Linda and Jack Stone

Bill and Rebecca Tompkins

Mr. and Mrs. Karl G. Volkmar
Sharrene and Richard Wheeler
Don and Rachael Worthington

Advocate (5350 - $599)

Anonymous

Joseph and Daria Adajian

Mr. William Buckingham

Cornelia Cook

Ms. Kristina Eastmond

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Goldklang

Angela Helfter Korsmo

Peter and Melody Kretzmer

Mr. Douglas Owen and
Mrs. Suzanne L. Grant

Mrs. Elsa Rohow

Ann M. Sears

Sarah H. Stein

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Tillman

Mrs. Ann Walborn

Dr. Richard Wires

Sustainer (5250 - $349)
Anonymous (3)
Ms. Pamela Adelstein and
Mr. Kurt Leunis
Ms. Begay Atkinson
Mr. Michael Bodnyk Jr
Duncan and Susan Brown
Marianne and Lou Cohen
Felix and Paula Coste
Cindy and Jim Cuminale
Tom and Libbie Glembocki
HumbleBees Pediatric Dentistry
David Epstein and Tamara Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew MacBeth
J. Mel McKinley and Linda McKinley
Ms. Colette Penn
Lavonne and Jim Shedivy
Janet F. Smith
Ms. Tracy Strycharz-Welter
Dr. and Mrs. Richard N. Tennenbaum

Sponsor ($150 - $249)
Charles Albers and Julie Planck
Cookie Bloom
Nancy S Bushnell
Dr. Octavio Choy and Mrs. Nela Choy
Herbert Fox and Janet Zinner
The Leda Freedman Fund of
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County

Supporter (350 - $149)
Chuck Angulo
Dolly and Stanley Bass
Louis and Catherine Bland
Dr. Edwin Breitenbach
Dwight W. Brown
James and Eileen Buzzard
Mr. and Mrs. Carlson, in memory
of Marilyn Carlson
Jonathan Strickland Coleman
and Rick Kerby
Melodie Dickerson
Jayne Dietsch and
Marvin Kowalewski, Ph.D
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Dudley
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Freedman
Ms. Dana Gaddis
Edmée M. Geis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Golub
Lynn Lefebvre
Drs. Louis and
Rosanne Martorella
Ms. Carolyn Neff
Dr. and Mrs. John Nelson
Paul and Mary Neuhauser
Alexander Nichols
Peter and Tova Phillipes
Dolah Saleh Barrett, in honor of
Eileen and Jim Buzzard
Dr. Thomas Schmidlin
Judith Stelian
Dr. Joseph and Marie Suarez
Virginia Sutter
Mr. Michael Sweet and
Mr. Leonard Zwilling
Carol Von Allmen, in memory of
Frank Von Allmen
Ms. Sarah Weinberg
Mr. Anthony Winer and
Mr. Paul Settle

Additional support for Youth Opera & Education programs is provided by:
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The Ernie and Alisa Kretzmer Legacy Society members listed below are opera patrons
who have committed a future planned gift to Sarasota Opera. We are grateful to have
the opportunity to recognize and thank these generous individuals for their philanthropy

and love of this organization.

Ernie and Alisa Kretzmer had the wisdom and interest to ensure that Sarasota Opera,
an organization that played an important role in their own lives, is supported now and
for future generations. They encourage all our opera patrons to reflect on what Sarasota

KRETZMER LEGACY gom’&'ly

Opera means to them and to the greater Sarasota community.

Planned gifts are a wonderful way to ensure a legacy of great opera for future generations.
We hope you will consider joining in support of the future vision of Sarasota Opera. If
you are interested in exploring a legacy gift opportunity, please contact Donor Relations
Officer Stacy Ridenour at (941) 366-8450, Ext. 246 or sridenour@sarasotaopera.org. This
list is current as of September 15, 2026. Legacy commitments received after this date will

appear in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie D. Aberson
Stan and Alma Abshier
Jim and Debbie* Ainslie
Peggy Allen and Steve Dixon
Ms. Carol Anderson
Chuck Angulo and Kathleen Fisher*
Ron and Barb Archbold
Mr.* and Mrs. Robert Arthur
Elisabeth Ault-Meyers
Elizabeth and Rocco Aversa
Sumner and Irene Bagby
Dr. and Mrs. G. Richard Baise
Mrs. Ruth Barker
Dolly and Stanley Bass
Linda Becktold
Katherine Benoit and John Brooks
David Bialosky and Carolyn Christian
Lynn Blackledge
Mr. David E. Braun
Anne Terry Brennan Davis
Murray Bring and Kay Delaney*
Les and Carol Brualdi
Joanne Cashetto
Edie and David Chaifetz
Bonnie and William Chapman
Mr. David Chivas and
Mr. Ronald Rice
Alan S. Cohen
Jerry Cohn
Jonathan Coleman and Rick Kirby
Dr. William A. Colom, MD
and Atty. Lorraine D. Eckert
Philip and Suzanne Conover
Forrest S. Crawford and
Sally H Foote*
Ms. Candace A. Crawshaw
Susan T. Danis
Mr. Richard E. DeGennaro and
Ms. Sandy Rath
Syble DiGirolamo

Mr. Raymond Dispoto, in loving
memory of Dr. Jack G. Hutton, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Donohue
Antoinette and William Dowling
Melva M. Eidelberg
Douglas W. Endicott
Larry and Carol English
James D. Ericson
Frances Daly Fergusson
James Ferrara
John Fischer and
Jim Weisenborne*
Donna L. Fisher
Henry and Suzanne Foster
Sanford and Rae Louise Frankel
Thomas and Elizabeth Glembocki
Jorgen* and Gudrun Graugaard
Jill C. Griffin, in honor of my mother
Dorthy Lee Cunningham
Mr.* and Mrs. Mike Groninger
Maryanne and Ray* Hazen
Donna Lynn Hecker
Mr. and Mrs. Jules P. Herbert I
Ursula Heitmann
Doug and Carolynn Ann* Holder
Mrs. John A. Howard
Philip H. Hubbell
Janet Whitney Huelster
Mr.* and Mrs. James W. Ibberson
Ms. Judy Jenkins
Arnold and Deanne* Kaplan
Roger* and Kristin Kaufman
Dr. Allan J. Kennedy and
Ms. Isa Engleberg
Alan Kesten
Marlene Kitchell
Penny and Bill Kobernusz
Dr. Joseph and Carol Kreit
Peter and Melody Kretzmer
Bruce and Elizabeth Lane
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Mrs. Alice Lazarus
Ms. Vicki Leaden
Harry Leopold
Joe and Pam LoDato
Jim and Ann Magee
Dr. John Mahoney
Virginia and Joseph Mallof
Mr. Olaf Maly and
Ms. Marita Stepe
Daniel R. Mandelker and
Ms. Marlene N. Harris
Reg Irvine* and Alan Marlor
Drs. Louis and Rosanne Martorella
Joan Mathews
Louise Mazius
Rosemary Albano Mazzanti, M.D.
and Walter D. Mazzanti*, M.D.
Jan McClure
Claudia McCorkle
Elizabeth Moore
Gabe and Linda Moretti
Lana V. Mullen
Martha Murphy
Fred Murrell
Patrick and Kim Nettles
Paul and Mary Neuhauser
Alexander Nichols
Mr. John Nigh
Terry and Valerie Osborne
Helen Panoyan
Peter M. and Tova Phillipes
David and Patricia Porter
Rose Marie Proietti
O. Walter Renfftlen
Mrs. Margaret Renner
in memory of Ernst Renner
Bernadine Richey and
Michael Hays
Rich and Stacy Ridenour
Margaret Romanes

Legacy

Laurie Rosin
Richard Russell and
Cynthia Bydlinski
Dr. Henry S. Sauls
Thomas J. Savage
Gabriel and Valerie Schmergel
James and Kathleen Scholler
Laurie K. Smith and
Dr. Gerald L. Shaikun
Arthur Siciliano and
B. Aline Blanchard
Toby and Noel Siegel
Jan and Elliot Silverman
Robert L. Singer
Mr.* and Mrs. Martin Sobel
Janet Stern Solomon &
Lewis D. Solomon
Susan D. Sprague
Zona Spray Starks
Joe and Nora Stephan
Ms. Susan K. Strauss
John Suhre and Carla Koeffler
Mr. Thomas L. Tengen
Mr. Ky L. Thompson and
Ms. Margaret E. Melun
Arnold and Carolyn Tillman
Bill and Rebeccas Tompkins
John G.* & Anna Maria Troiano
Ms. Cheryl Van Messel and
Mr. Charles Bross
Sheila Varady
Melissa M. Voigt
Michal and Jim Wadsworth
Elton and Gordie White
Mr. and Mrs.* J. Russell Wiltshire
Don and Rachael Worthington
Sandra and Gary Yakes
Jeanne Yeagle and
David Luce*
Sharon C. Zimmerman

*in memoriam
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From special occasions to daily dining, Morton’s Market has got you covered. Stop
in for fresh seasonal produce, prime cuts of meat and seafood, and hot-from-the-
oven baked goods. Choose from our tempting array of chef-prepared deli and

gourmet to-go items, as well as fine wines, exotic cheeses and cut flowers. Think
of us for your catered events, holiday menus and gift baskets too.

ORTON’S
GOURMET
MARKET

Ser‘ving the Sarasota area for over 55 years

Historic Southside Village
1924 South Osprey Ave. - Sarasota - (941) 955-9856
MortonsMarket.com




ENDOWMENT AND LEGACY (77405

Sarasota Opera recognizes and thanks the generous individuals who have made an endowment gift to Sarasota Opera.

We also honor those who made a legacy provision that has been realized. To learn more about how you can support

Sarasota Opera's endowment now or with a planned gift, please contact Donor Relations Officer Stacy Ridenour at
(941) 366-8450, Ext. 246 or sridenour@sarasotaopera.org.

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie D. Aberson
Edward Alley
Carl Patton Anderson
Dr. Leonard Apfelbach
Joseph H. Baker
Ed and Jane Bavaria
Harry and Harriet Bernbaum
Joseph and Sheila Berner
Joseph and Sylvia Bloom
Beatrice Wood Brown
Bradenton Opera Guild
Les and Carol Brualdi
Raymond L. and Marlynn Buczynski
Inge Burg and George Maltenfort
A. Scott Bushey
Richard Cameron
Glenn R. and Jean Carley
John W. Carrier
David and Edith Chaifetz
Bonnie and William Chapman
Sylvia Cohodas
Even T. Collinsworth
Bert and Mary Ellen Criste
Forrest S. Crawford and Sally H. Foote
Dominick DeCecco and E. Patricia
Becker DeCecco
Syble Di Girolamo
Danuta Dorozynski
Kathryn Dunlap
Patrica Hope Edmonds,
in memory of Edwin I. Hope
Max Eisenbarth
Joel and Ellen Fedder
Kathleen Fisher
Lois Flagg for Bradenton Opera Guild
Jean Lucille Frank

Hansel & Gretel 2010

Joey Frye

Joseph and Martha Glass
Herbert and Rita Gold

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Groninger
Robert S. Haft

Foster and Martha Harmon
Perry and Rose Harten

Barry and Casiana Hilton

Mr. W. Paul Hoenle and Ms. Ursula Heitmann
Marie Hoffberg

Huisking Foundation

Charles and Lillian Huisking Fund of the CFSC
Freida and Raymond Johnson
Arlene and Henry Jacobs
Elayne Kalberman

In honor of Jonas Kamlet

Mr. Waldron Kraemer

Dr. Morris E. Katz

Charles Kelsea

Gunther and llse Kern

Richard Kiegler and Ruthann Sturtevant-Kiegler
Marvin Kowalewski, Ph.D

Alisa and Ernest Kretzmer
Alice Lazarus

Catherine Wingate Levine
John Markham

Reg Irvine and Alan Marlor
Joan Mathews

James G. McDaniel

Mrs. Catherine McNeary

Jane Newman

John and Olga Olenick

F. Warren O'Reilly

Gordon C. and Harriet D. Paske
Betty Jean Peters

Ellen V. Piers

SARASOTA OPERA FALL SEASON 2026

Roland B. Potter
lla S. Preti
Mary Jo Reston
Rich and Stacy Ridenour
Howard Rooks
Sharon Elizabeth Roth
Camille A. Salls
Sarasota Opera Guild
Dr. Henry S. Sauls
Beatrice Schafer
William E. and Casiana Schmidt
Jan Schmidt
Ulla Searing
Roselyn Sedlezky
Harvey “Bud” Shapiro
Mrs. Stuart R. Silver and family
Arnold Simonsen and Ronda Montminy
Don Smally
David and Barbara Smith
Pat Starke
Robert Stoval
Elissa Soyka and Bud Borax
Joe and Nora Stephan
Theodore and Ann C. Tellstrom
Bill and Rebecca Tompkins
Alma Trainor
Gloria Valair
Anna and Mildred Vicek
Cynthia Walker
Eileen Walker Watts
Mildred Weissman,

in memory of George Weissman
Mrs. Edie Winston,

in loving memory of Herb Winston
Joan H. Wood
Sandra and Gary Yakes




[ et the Best of Sarasota’s
Art and Culture Come to You!
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1 KILTIE GRILLE |

When you live at The Glenridge, you don't have to go far to enjoy the best art and culture Sarasota

has to offer ... because the best comes to you. At our Glenridge Performing Arts Center, we're proud
to welcome artists from the Sarasota Orchestra, Opera and Ballet to perform highlights from the
upcoming season. And with amenities like our Theatre District, Art Gallery and Kiltie Grille, its

no wonder we continue to get rave reviews! Plus, our members enjoy direct-to-venue transportation
and concierge box office service all season long — so whether you're taking in Sarasota’s top

petformers at their “home” or yours, you'll be in for a night to remember.

Join us for an upcoming show and see all that our 150-acre community has to offer. G LE N ME]/G E

To reserve show tickets, www.gpactix.com or call (941) 552-5325. To see available
residences, call to set up a private tour: (941) 552-5369.

Fhisil dan

WWW.THEGLENRIDGE.COM | 7333 SCOTLAND WAY | SARASOTA, FL 34238 | (941) 552-5369 @

Copyright © 2026 The Glenridge on Palmer Ranch®. All rights reserved. 88171 PRAD SO012026



CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & Zublic gu//orf

Sarasota Opera's corporate, foundation, and public partners provide key support to our mission to entertain, enrich, and educate
our community through the power of the unamplified human voice. To learn more about supporting Sarasota Opera through these
programs, contact Corporate Officer, Matthew Glover at (941) 366-8450, Ext. 402 or by email at mglover@sarasotaopera.org. Gifts
are current as of September 15, 2026. Gifts received after this date will be recognized in the 2027 Winter Program Book.

$200,000

FOUNDATION

2026-27 Season Sponsor

$75,000 - $149,999

Sarasota County

Tourist Development Tax TR~ i
Paid for in part by Sarasota County FOUNDATION

2027 Winter Opera Festival Youth Opera & Education

$50,000 - $74,999

GULF COAST SARASOTA

COMMUNITY SCENE
FOUNDATION -

Zoe Anderson Charitable Fund SINCE 1957
2027 Winter Opera Festival Sponsor; Media Sponsor: La traviata and H.M.S.
Event Sponsor: Moonlight & Melodies Pinafore, Sarasota Opera Curtain Raiser,
Dinner Series; Premier Sponsor: Mini Events, Moonlight & Melodies
Sarasota Opera Gala Dinner Series, Sarasota Opera Gala,

and Salute to the Stars

$25,000 - $49,999

a

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

of Sarasota County

Strategic Planning: Joseph and Sylvia Bloom Unrestricted Fund
Youth Opera & Education and Event Partner: The Aficionado Dinner: Martha Leiter and Nancy Streetman Fund 1l
and the Allen Wirtz Nobbe and Jo Bowen Nobbe Fund.
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$10,000 - $24,999

CHARLFS X MARGERY

BA
q

Observer Nslaalgmqt“%

animnadanddo b ]

Summer Movie Series, Food

Co-Producer Proudly granting $553,000 to 2026-27 Season 2027 Winter Opera Festival g wine Festival, Sarasota
Sarasota Opera since 1974 Media Partner Sponsor :Jf Ariadne auf Naxos youth Opera Production:
Sarasota Youth Opera Production: and Jenufa, DaCapo Society Rootabaga Country
Rootabaga Country

| o
ROBERTA LEVENTHAL WiDU @ WILLIAMS PARKER
SUDAKOFF FOUNDATION @ PBS ATTORNERRL AW « TR o s

.

2026-27 Youth Opera & Event Partner: Kretzmer Legacy Society, Event 2026-27 Opera Season
Education 2026-27 Opera Sedson g, onq0r: Winter Festival Overture Dinner on Stage Media Partners
Media Partners
$5,000 - $9,999
oottles cla ISKING
e B IISKING
TAPROOM & BOTTLE SHOP 11} :i‘. b e n eVO E I I- Ir ] I‘
ML WEDDINGS & EVENTS FOLTIRTION
CUMBERLAMND
Event Supporter: Youth Opera & Education 2026-27 Moonlight .
Sarasota Opera & Melodies Dinner Series Special Event Support Endowment

Food & Wine Festival

MARINER | MORTONS (@) CHARTTIES (§5))Rose &1y

Steak. Sushi. Cocktails

. & CATERING
Event Supporter: Kretzmer Legacy Corporate Co-Producer: La traviata, Youth Opera & Education Event Supporter:
Society Appreciation Luncheon, Event Catering Sponsor: Youth Opera & Reception and Company Reception
Sponsor: Sarasota Opera Gala Education Donor Reception, Chamber

Trustee & Corporate Appreciation
Reception, McCorkle Lounge, and Season
Announcement Event

$2,500 - $4,999
Ci Flitrid )
Source : : rida e S
g Sumt CONSTELLATION, central Sl l;]f-‘*:.?am

Connington Wealth Management LLC CREDIT UNION

Event Sponsor: Youth  General Operating Support Sarasota Opera Food & Wine Festival Sarasota Opera App  General Operating Support
Opera & Education

$1,000 - $2,499 $500 - $999
FERGESC™ SKIPPFER m
General Operating Support Event Supporter: Sarasota Opera FANTASY FLOWERS
Food & Wine Festival OF LAKEWOOD RANCH
GULF COAST =2 Youth Opera & Education
ITALIAN CULTURAL WATERSIDE
SOCIETY L e
Sarasota Youth Opera Sarasota Youth Opera

THANK YOU TO THESE RESTAURANTS FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE SARASOTA OPERA FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL:

Tzeva at Art Ovation + Bella Vita Italian Kitchen - Constellation Culinary at Bistro - Food Bar and Eats at Westin « Five-O Donut Co.  Hanami - Jo’s To Go’s Meal Prep
Michael’s On East - Pier 22 & Grove - Selva Grill  Tripletail Seafood & Spirits « Lydia’s Sauces
LIBATION TASTINGS: 99 Bottles - Broken Plank Rum - Gold Coast Eagle Distributors - Nautical Gin - Sharkstooth Vodka
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\WILLIS SMITH

EVERY GREAT
PERFORMANCE

STARTS ON A
WILLIS SMITH

FOLLOW WSC!
FOUNDATION 941.366.3116 | willissmith.com



ArasotA Ba”et
director - IAIN WEBB

Program One
October 23 - 25, 2026 | FSU Center

Gemma Bond's Manner (Company Premiere)
Sir Frederick Ashton's Divertissements
Dominic Walsh’s Wolfgang for Webb

Program Two

November 20 - 21, 2026 | Sarasota Opera House
ACCOMPANIED BY THE SARASOTA ORCHESTRA

Sir Kenneth MacMillan’s Solitaire (Company Premiere)
Jessica Lang’s Lyric Pieces
Alexei Ratmansky’s Pictures at an Exhibition (Company Premiere)

Program Three

December 18- 19, 2026 | Van Wezel
ACCOMPANIED BY THE SARASOTA ORCHESTRA

Christopher Wheeldon's Within the Golden Hour (Company Premiere)
Sir Frederick Ashton’s The Two Pigeons

Program Four
January 29 - February 1, 2027 | FSU Center

George Balanchine’s Donizetti Variations
Ashley Page’s The Pump Room and Walking in the Heat (Company Premieres)
Paul Taylor’s Mercuric Tidings (Company Premiere)

Program Five
February 26 - March 1, 2027 | FSU Center

Paul Taylor Dance Company
Presented by The Sarasota Ballet

Program Six
March 26 - 27,2027 | Van Wezel
ACCOMPANIED BY THE SARASOTA ORCHESTRA

Sir Frederick Ashton’s Romeo and Juliet

Program Seven

April 30 - May 1, 2027 | Sarasota Opera House
ACCOMPANIED BY THE SARASOTA ORCHESTRA

Marius Petipa’s The Kingdom of the Shades (From La Bayadére) (Company Premiere)
Dame Ninette de Valois’ The Rake’s Progress
Antony Tudor’s Gala Performance

941.359.0099 | SarasotaBalletorg ~  ~ <
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Enter a world of wonder.

Great music comes alive with Sarasota B )
Orchestra. Experience the passion, color, and t_ |
energy of live performance. Enjoy powerful
musical moments that unfold in real time and
inspire long after the final note.
& Giancarlo Guerrero,
@-J‘ SEASON Music Director

sara-~ta orchestra

f-—s‘

Check out this sampling of Sarasota Orchestra concerts.

MASTERWORKS 2 POPS 2

TCHAIKOVSKY & STRAUSS* MUSIC OF THE KNIGHTS

DISCOVERIES 2 m MASTERWORKS 6
A FESTIVE CELEBRATION BRAHMS & ELGAR

MASTERWORKS 3 MASTERWORKS 7
MOZART & DVORAK CHOPIN & MAHLER™

POPS 1 POPS 3
HOLLYWOOD’S GREATEST HITS APR 9-10 ROCK LEGENDS OF THE
‘60S & '70S

MASTERWORKS 4

CARMINA BURANA™ DISCOVERIES 3 .
BEETHOVEN BOOKENDS

MASTERWORKS 5

BERNSTEIN & BARBER * *“These concerts are conducted by Giancarlo Guerrero.

941-953-3434 | SarasotaOrchestra.org | Follow us on @@ ©®@®



WEDU QPBS WEDU Arts Plus is a weekly program

A RTS P LU S devoted to sharing vibrant stories about
arts and culture in our community.

Noland Anderson
Fine Artist
Episode 1314

Sphinx Virtuosi
Chamber Orchestra
Episode 1207

Watch at wedu.org/artsplus or on the PBS app.  WEDU ()PBS



THE RONTO GROUP

Sarasota residences from 2,200 to more than
3,000 square feet, with designer finishes and

resort-style amenities, perfectly positioned

between the city and the sand. GOLDEN GATE POINT

Priced from the mid $2M’s. 941-210-0987 « OwenGoldenGate.com
SALES GALLERY» 1819 MAIN STREET, #110, SARASOTA, FL 34236

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE TO THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY
SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. COMMUNITY FEATURES, AMENITIES AND PRICING APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. REPRESENTED BY RONTO REALTY, LLC.



Wills, Trusts & Estates | Tax Law | Civil Trial & Business Litigation | Real Estate Law | Corporate Law
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50 YEARS OF
TRUSTED
COUNSEL

WHERE LASTING LEGACIES
AN TAKE CENTER STAGE

For 50 Years, Fergeson Skipper has provided trusted legal
counsel to individuals, families, and businesses. We deliver
personalized strategies to protect your wealth, property, legacy,

and peace of mind.

Proud supporter of Sarasota Opera and its

commitment to artistic excellence.

50 FERGESON SKIPPER

YEARS OF ATTORNEYS AT LAW
b SERVICE

941.957.1900 | 1515 Ringling Blvd., Tenth Floor | Sarasota, Florida 34236




